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 Programme of Development Days 2022 

 Wednesday 16th February 
 09:00–12:00 Master’s Workshop  Online 
 13:30–16:30 DocShop 2022: The Arts of Academic Publishing  Online 

 Thursday 17th February 
 Mayor’s greeting on  video 

 09:30–11:20 The First Plenary Session  Online  Onsite:  Porthania, PIII 
 Welcoming words and opening speech: Dr. Mira Käkönen and Dr. Ilona Steiler 
 Artistic performance: Sanna Komi 
 10:00–10:50 Keynote I: Prof. Timothy Oakes - Cities just out of reach: infrastructures of 
 post-urbanism in China 
 10:50–11:00 Commentator: Dr. Phill Wilcox 
 11:00–11:20 Q & A, Open discussion 

 11:20–13:00 Lunch break 

 13:00–14:30 Parallel sessions I 
 WG 1 The Encroachments of Big Tech and Datafication  (1st session)  Online 
 WG 2 Urban infrastructure as key to achieving SDG 11 (1st session)  Online  Onsite:  Main building U3039 
 WG 4 Energy systems in the colonial continuum  Online 
 WG 8 Infrastructuring environments and the politics of vulnerability (1st session)  Online  Onsite:  Main building U3029 
 Roundtable: No peace without development – No development without peace  Online 
 Panel: Development and Infrastructures in Academy Programme DEVELOP  Online 
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 14:30–15:00 Break 

 15:00–16:20 The Second Plenary Session  Online  Onsite: Porthania  , PIII 
 Keynote II: Prof.  Tania Li  –  Infrastructural Violence  in Indonesia’s Oil-Palm Plantation Zone 
 15:50–16:00 Commentator: Prof.  Anja Nygren 
 16:00-16:20 Q & A / Open discussion 

 16:20–16:30 Break 

 16:30–18:00 Parallel sessions II 
 WG 5 Forests, politics and the infrastructures of inequality (1st session)  Online 
 WG 9 What do we do with the Master’s Tools  Online 
 WG 14 New, critical research on global development (1st session)  Online 
 UniPID Roundtable: Infrastructures of research  Online 
 Book Launch: Responsibilization in Natural Resource Governance  Online 

 18:15– World Political City Walk  Onsite:  Starting from Porthania 
 Hosted by Prof. Teivo Teivainen 

 Friday 18th February 
 09:00–10.40 The Third Plenary Session  Online  Onsite:  Porthania, PIII 
 Keynote II Assoc Prof. Nikhil Anand - Infrastructuring the Sea 
 09:50–10:00 Commentator: Dr. Marjaana Jauhola 
 10:00–10:20 Q & A / Open discussion 

 10:20–10:40 UniPID-FSDR MA Award 
 UniPID-FSDR: Development Research MA Award presented by Dr. Liisa Laakso and a short 
 speech by the winner of the Development Research MA Award 

 10:40–11:00 Break 
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 11:00–12:30 Parallel sessions III 
 WG 1 The Encroachments of Big Tech and Datafication (2nd Session)  Online 
 WG 2 Urban infrastructure as key to achieving SDG 1 (2nd Session)  Online  Onsite:  Main building U4075 
 WG 3 Sites of despair – sites of care  Online  Onsite:  Main building U2071 
 WG 7 Social and ecological responsibility of digital technology  Online  Onsite:  Main building U4080 
 WG 8 Infrastructuring environments and the politics of vulnerability (2nd Session)  Online  Onsite:  Main building U3029 
 WG 12 Putting the win-win narrative to test: China’s engagement.. (1st Session)  Online 
 WG 14 New, critical research on global development (2nd Session)  Online 

 12:30–14:00 Lunch break 

 14:00–15:30 Parallel sessions IV 
 WG 5 Forests, politics and the infrastructures of inequality (2nd Session)  Online 
 WG 8 Infrastructuring environments and the politics of vulnerability (3rd Session)  Online  Onsite:  Main building U3029 
 WG 12 Putting the win-win narrative to test: China’s engagement.. (2nd Session)  Online 
 WG 14 New, critical research on global development (3rd Session)  Online 
 WG 15 Exploring our moment: Issues in science and technology of energy and climate  Online 
 UniPID Workshop: Infrastructures of research  Online 

 15:30–15:45 Break 

 15:45–16:55 The Fourth Plenary Session  Online  Onsite:  Porthania 
 Panel discussion with Prof. Tania Li, Prof. Timothy Oakes and Assoc Prof. Nikhil Anand  Suomen Laki Hall 
 Chaired by Dr. Alexander Dunlap 
 Closing ceremony 

 17:00– Informal get-together  Onsite:  Juttutupa 
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 Working Group 1 
 The Encroachments of Big Tech and Datafication: 
 Extractivism and Resistance 

 Christopher Chagnon  , University of Helsinki (christopher.chagnon@helsinki.fi) 
 Sophia Hagolani-Albov  , University of Helsinki 

 DESCRIPTION 

 The 21st century has seen an unprecedented advancement of communications technology, and 
 interconnectivity. In addition, technology has become integrated into previously untouched areas 
 of our daily lives. This rapid technological and social change has allowed for the widespread 
 tapping and exploitation of a previously underappreciated resource, personal data. This data, 
 which was once the domain of governments and polling companies, is now being harvested by 
 all kinds of different companies in both the global North and global South. There is very little 
 oversight into how these companies are processing and selling the data collected on a massive 
 scale. Evolving technology has allowed for the harvest of natural resources on an industrial 
 scale, which has caused tremendous damage to the Earth and all different forms of life. We are 
 now beginning to see the tremendous social and environmental damage caused by the 
 industrial scale harvesting of data. This includes not only the violation of privacy, but also the 
 physical infrastructure that is needed to support and maintain the digital spaces where data is 
 stored and processed. As these damages have become increasingly apparent to the general 
 public, resistance movements are forming to protect people and the environment from these 
 incursions and in support of finding alternatives to these damaging forms of technology. This 
 working group delves into the damages done by massive expansion of data extraction, as well 
 as the emergence of resistance and alternatives. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thu 17 Feb 13:00–14:30 Parallel Sessions I 

 -  Data Activism – New Futures or False Promises: Understanding Resistance to Data 
 Capitalism -  Obaid Amjad 

 -  Resisting Datafication: Two Variations on a Luddite Theme  - Syed Mustafa Ali, Dan 
 McQuillan 

 -  Exploring Ant Forest: The Contradictions Behind a Fintech-based Green Initiative  - Zhen 
 Zeng 
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 Friday 18 Feb 11:00–12:30 Parallel Session III 

 -  Data colonialism as a structural determinant of health  - Nai Kalema 
 -  Chinese surveillance technologies and security in Cameroon: between a regulated and 

 (de) regulatory construction of an “Orwellian governance  - Auxence Augustin Koa, Alvin 
 Ateba 

 -  Is personal data really “unnatural”?: Examining how data harvesting matches 
 conceptions of extractivism  - Christopher Chagnon,  Sophia Hagolani-Albov 

 ABSTRACTS 

 Data Activism – New Futures or False Promises: Understanding 
 Resistance to Data Capitalism 
 Obaid Amjad  , Universitat Ramon Llull 

 The increasingly exploitative data capitalism practices of digital platforms to gather citizens’ 
 data demands a deeper understanding of the elements that contribute to the digital citizens’ 
 empowerment. This is an under-researched area that must keep pace with the myriad of 
 initiatives arising under the premise that companies can go beyond data extractivism 
 techniques. 

 We present the insights collected by the analysis of 37 pioneering initiatives that aim to 
 empower digital citizens. Our goal: to understand how resistance to data capitalism for digital 
 citizens through their data means is presented by these actors. Utilizing Olin Wright´s work on 
 strategic logics of resistance against capitalism, our analysis sheds light on the various 
 imaginaries that are present by these entities such as enhanced control of their personal data, 
 by increasing transparency and by enabling desirable uses to their data. While the majority of 
 entities are engaged in promoting increased involvement by digital citizens in the management 
 of their data, their affordances mainly focus on creating safe spaces in the digital sphere, 
 wherein the exploitation of digital citizens is tamed. Nonetheless, we discuss that such forms of 
 resistance must not be completely disregarded as they create possibilities for long-term, 
 incremental change in how data is produced, collected and utilized in the digital world. 

 Keywords: resistance, data capitalism, data activism, digital platforms 

 Resisting Datafication: Two Variations on a Luddite Theme 
 Syed Mustafa Ali  , The Open University 
 Dan McQuillan  , Goldsmiths University 

 9 



 In this paper, we present two variations on a Luddite theme as means by which to  resist the 
 extractivism of datafied and algorithmized Big Tech infrastructure. We  begin by pointing to the 
 sociotechnical nature of the networked digital assemblage  that materially facilitates processes 
 of datafication, algorithmization and  precaritisation (assuming both biopolitical and 
 necropolitical forms). This  necessitates engaging considerations of political economy and 
 political ecology  which we frame in world systems terms with a view to drawing attention to the 
 asymmetric flows of racialised capital enabling the roll out of digital infrastructure on  a planetary 
 scale. In formulating a resistant sociotechnical response to this  phenomenon, we turn to the 
 historical Luddite movement which emerged in the early  decades of the Industrial Revolution in 
 the North of England. Contrary to mainstream  disinformation and caricature, this movement 
 was not anti-technology per se, but  opposed to specific sociotechnical – and thereby political 
 economic – configurations  considered oppressive, viz. ‘machinery harmful to the commonality’. 
 Inspired by  Luddite machine-breaking as a destructive tactic for resisting the rollout of emerging 
 technologies in the present, we explore two different, yet complementary, takes on  how 
 Luddism might be enacted in the contemporary moment. Drawing on anarchism  and 
 anti-fascism, on the one hand, and critical race theory and decolonial thought,  on the other, we 
 attempt to think through what might be necessary to prevent the  datafication and 
 algorithmization ‘machinery’ associated with convergent  technologies such as AI (Machine cum 
 Deep Learning) and the Internet of Things (IoT) from becoming sedimented, and what might be 
 necessary to re-commonise our infrastructure. 

 Exploring Ant Forest: The Contradictions Behind a Fintech-based 
 Green Initiative 
 Zhen Zeng  , University of Helsinki 

 The recent decades have seen a growing tendency towards ‘green capitalism’, which often 
 manifests itself through market-based environmental schemes. Under the prevalent discourse of 
 sustainable development and green economy, many believe that market-based approaches can 
 address environmental problems under the current capitalist economic regime. As a newly 
 emerging business model, fintech (i.e. financial technology) is also believed to have the ability to 
 deliver both social and ecological benefits. In August 2016, Ant Group, the biggest fintech 
 company in China, launched a gamified afforestation program called Ant Forest on its mobile 
 app. This research aimed at probing Ant Forest based on a conceptual framework derived from 
 ludology and a theoretical guideline of Marxist ecology by looking critically at Ant Forest as a 
 gaming process of the users. The findings indicate that Ant Forest increased the reliability of the 
 users on Ant Group and created an inconsistency between the users’ environmentalist mentality 
 and their consumption behaviours. Also, this increased reliance on Ant Group, in turn, promotes 
 the position of Ant Group both in its industry and the global capital markets. 
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 Data colonialism as a structural determinant of health 
 Nai Kalema  , UCL 

 Digital transformation in the public sector is embedding more of our public world into an 
 algorithmic world. As more people, things, streets, and spaces becomes ranked, classified, 
 hierarchized and codified into categories through processes of datafication, society becomes 
 connected and subject to opaque machinations of algorithmic power and governance that are 
 reorganizing access to key spaces in the public domain: education, health, housing, and food. 
 By exploring the concept of data colonialism, one component of digital colonialism, in the 
 context of health, this research illustrates how data colonialism undermines the health 
 determinants across local and global dimensions. 

 My research paper is presented as a starting point for exploring how data colonialism is 
 emerging from and being instrumentalized by public institutions. Public institutions are extending 
 the reach of data colonialism—increased surveillance and datafication through the acceleration 
 of data extractivism for-profit—through the idea of making people's lives safer through 
 data-intensive innovations (e.g., smart cities, vaccine passports, and predictive policing). 
 However, data-intensive technological innovation facilitates new and continuing forms of 
 structural, symbolic, and literal violence—read algorithmic violence—and structural inequality. 
 Thus, my research explores the socio-political and moral economy of data in relation to health 
 determinants—the political, economic, and social conditions that influence the health status of 
 People. 

 Also, this research posits that resistance to various forms of data colonialism should be 
 understood as a global and local effort to change the colonial directionality of digital 
 infrastructures and towards, more broadly, ongoing planetary decolonizing movements. Thus, 
 this research uses decolonial theories to examine the practices and implications of datafication 
 and the instrumentarian power of data in the context of health. 

 Chinese surveillance technologies and security in Cameroon: 
 between a regulated and (de)regulatory construction of an 
 "Orwellian governance" 
 Auxence Augustin Koa  , Université de Yaoundé II 
 Alvin Ateba  , Université de Yaoundé II 

 Although Cameroon has been active since 1960 in providing forms of “ontological security” 
 (Giddens, 1985) to its populations, according to the logic to which, “where the administration 
 passes gendarmes and / or police follow” (Sindjoun, 2002); it should be noted that there is a 
 remaining of “forms of security turbulence” on Cameroonian territory. However, thanks to the 
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 emergence of remote monitoring technologies, coupled with behavioral detection and facial 
 recognition software from China (Bulelani Jili, 2020), we have recently witnessed a timely 
 change in its security equipment. 

 In Cameroon, the security possibilities offered by these technologies go beyond the field of 
 remote surveillance to resort to the identification of individuals and facial recognition by means 
 of biometrics (Omgba, 2015). Thus, in 2017, the Chinese Huawei technologies Co. Ltd  in 
 partnership with the General Delegation for National Security (GDNS) and the State Secretariat 
 for Defense (SSD) in Cameroon, launched the construction of two National Video Surveillance 
 Command Centers ( CNCV device), the installation of 2,000 video surveillance cameras and 
 2,000 portable transceivers in the ten regional capitals of the country, as well as 07 strategic 
 border towns such as: Kribi, Kyé-Ossi and Garoua-Boulaï, Waza , Fotokol, Kousseri and 
 Amchidé. From there, we should ask ourselves the question, how are Chinese telesurveillance 
 technologies reshaping the security sector in Cameroon? 

 Our proposal therefore breaks with certain analytical categories of Surveillance Studies. 1- 
 Those who consider remote monitoring technologies: as a “socio-spatial phenomenon” (Norris 
 et al, 2004: 128). That is, the way in which telesurveillance produces not only territoriality, by 
 highlighting the relationships that individuals have to public places and in which they interact 
 (Goffman, 1966; Klauser, 2004: 146). But also, the way in which remote monitoring exercises 
 control over individuals (Foucault 1994 [1978]; Ocqueteau, 1995; Heilmann, 1996; Hanot, 1996; 
 Akrich & Méadel, 1996). 2- Those which are only interested in its police use as well as its 
 effectiveness in public space (Le Goff, 2012; Mucchielli, 2018; Lemaire, 2019). As much as its 
 developmental perspectives in sub-Saharan Africa (Oesch, 2005, 2007; Minnaar, 2007; Oesch, 
 2007; Kaenzig and Klauser, 2018). 3- Or finally, those who consider remote surveillance as the 
 product of an "institutional import" participating in the construction of technological imaginaries 
 of state security (Koa, 2018; Bulelani Jili, 2020; Macaire Eyenga, 2021). 

 We believe that - in a Cameroonian context of “technofragility” (Koa, 2018) and permanent 
 insecurity - Chinese telesurveillance technologies which participate in the construction in 
 Cameroon of a form of “Orwellian-type security governance” are in a moving configuration. That 
 is to say, a configurational tension that balances them between neo-Westphalian devices that 
 generate and train security efficiency and territoriality as well as pragmatic safety and security. 
 But also, as exo-Westphalian devices, vectors and revealing of geopolitical fragility and 
 vulnerability as much as of strategic connectivity and foreignness in Cameroon. 

 Thus, the Eliasian configurational analysis (Norbert Elias, 1991, 1994) will allow us to grasp and 
 appreciate not only the configurations of meaning and practices that marked the installation and 
 later the use of remote monitoring technologies. Likewise, our study requires relying on data 
 collection understood as a factual basis associated with the need to resort not only to direct 
 observations in the 10 regional capitals, as well as certain border areas in order to improve 
 assess the scope of the case study; but also, on survey techniques based on a qualitative and 
 comprehensive approach (Kaufmann, 2011). Thus, our main sample (upstream / institutional) 
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 made up of key informants comprising specific categories of actors playing an essential role in 
 the importation of these devices into the Cameroonian security system. 

 Therefore, exchanges with certain senior officers and officials of the police, gendarmerie and 
 army; as well as certain senior officials of Huawei and the Ministry of Public Procurement will be 
 privileged. This, in order to better understand not only the genesis of the emergence of these 
 technologies but also the framing, uses and guidance to which they are the subject; as much as 
 the constraints and annoyances they secrete in the field of security in Cameroon. Our 
 secondary sample (downstream / operational) made up of non-commissioned officers of the 
 police and the gendarmerie directly involved in the circuit of the use of remote monitoring as 
 well as categories of actors from the population to have points of view a little more "offbeat" and 
 more "passionate" and therefore more "mixed" on the way in which the new disciplinary public 
 space produced by the emergence of these Chinese telesurveillance technologies is perceived. 

 In addition to the constructivism that we are going to mobilize at the level of international 
 sociological theory, especially in its security reading (Buzan, Waever & De Wilde, 1998; Waever, 
 1996); it should be noted that we also opt for an enriched model of complex interdependence 
 (Keohane & Nye, 1987). It is a question of associating its typical expression in international 
 relations with a sociological formulation of asymmetric interdependence (Bayart, 1999) or even 
 of strategic interdependence (Goffman, 1969). These theoretical repositories will help us 
 understand that it is not relevant to consider the deployment of these technologies in the 
 Cameroonian security field as the simple development of a pre-established and predetermined 
 finalist or functionalist program; but rather as a complex dynamic. Moreover, they will allow us to 
 grasp the paradigmatic dependence. In short, the asymmetry structurally linked to the 
 predominance of China due to its status as an emerging technological power over a peripheral 
 country (Cameroon) remained in a situation of technological subalternity. 

 Keywords: China, Telesurveillance, Asymmetric construction, Security, Cameroon 

 Is personal data really “unnatural”?: Examining how data 
 harvesting matches conceptions of extractivism 
 Christopher Chagnon  , University of Helsinki 
 Sophia Hagolani-Albov  , University of Helsinki 

 Since the late 2000s, extractivism has gained attention and popularity as an analytical lens and 
 organizing concept for examining the systems, enabling features, and damages of various types 
 of resource extraction. The concept originated from examinations of mining activities in Latin 
 America, and expanded to look at hydrocarbons, forms of agriculture, and forestry. Over this 
 time, scholars have also have used extractivism to analyze other types of extraction beyond 
 traditional “natural” resources. This has led to a controversy among extractivism scholars as to 
 whether or not extractivism should be utilized analytically for resources that do not fall into the 
 original scope, including personal data. This presentation will question the common perception 
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 of personal data as not “natural”, and examine how the structures and damages of mass 
 harvesting of personal data (data extractivism) match up with popular conceptualizations of 
 extractivism. 

 Working group 2 
 Urban infrastructure as key to achieving SDG 11: 
 conditions, experiences and perspectives from the 
 Global South 

 Cristina Udelsmann Rodrigues  , Nordic Africa Institute 
 (cristina.udelsmann.rodrigues@nai.uu.se) 

 DESCRIPTION 

 Agenda 2030 has defined urban development as a key sustainable development goal (SDG). 
 Since its approval, countries have been aligning their policies and practices to the Agenda and 
 reporting on them, namely through national voluntary reviews. Focussing specifically on SDG 11 
 – Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable – this WG will 
 discuss the centrality of infrastructural development for urban development. The WG will 
 demonstrate: 

 I.  how infrastructures and technologies are key to achieving the goal; 
 II.  the social and economic implications of the infrastructural and technological deficiencies; 
 III.  the future urban infrastructures that support and generate more just and sustainable 

 futures. 

 The WG will analyse aspects related to urban infrastructure and technologies, as they relate to: 
 -  Housing and basic services, in particular slums and informal settlements (11.1); 
 -  Urban transport systems (11.2; 11.a); 
 -  Urban planning and management, including issues related to land, participation and 

 national and regional planning linking the urban and the rural (11.3, 11.a); 
 -  Urban heritage and conservation and the necessary infrastructural improvements (11.4); 
 -  Risks and disasters that affect urban infrastructure and basic services and their 

 management (11.5, 11.b); 
 -  Needed infrastructure to reduce the environmental impact of cities (11.6); 
 -  Urban public spaces and the existing and lacking infrastructure (11.7); 
 -  Sustainable and resilient buildings (11.c). 
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 The group focuses on analysing the progresses of urban development indicators, namely in 
 terms of the infrastructural development, as well as those reflecting on the social and economic 
 implications and on development needs. The group is most particularly interested in cases and 
 studies in the Global South but comparative analyses and reflections, namely emerging from the 
 discussions, are also desired and sought after. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 13.00-14.30 Parallel Sessions I 

 -  Reflecting on planning for infrastructure led development through the lens of Dube 
 TradePort case  , KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa - Robynne  Hansmann, Jeffery McCarthy, 
 Nirmala Dorasamy 

 -  Urban waterscapes and the pandemic: Changing water infrastructures and governance 
 in Nairobi -  Sophie Schramm, Elizabeth Wamuchiru,  Moritz Kasper, Emmanuel Mwenje 

 -  Time for a new paradigm for urban water services infrastructure in Kenya -  Laura Inha, 
 Jarmo Hukka, Tapio Katko 

 Friday 18 Feb 11.00-12.30 Parallel Session III 

 -  Climate change adaptation policies in Southern Africa and Inequality disparity in urban 
 informal settlements -  Natal Buthelezi, Abraham Matamanda,  Verna Nel 

 -  Relational infrastructuring: provisioning, urban citizenship and everyday governance at 
 precarious urban fringes,  Lalli Metsola 

 ABSTRACTS 

 Reflecting on planning for infrastructure led development through 
 the lens of Dube TradePort case, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa 
 Robynne Hansmann  , Durban University of Technology 
 Jeffery McCarthy  , Durban University of Technology 
 Nirmala Dorasamy  , Durban University of Technology 

 Infrastructure led development paths found traction in African and South Africa policy 
 documents and in the are associated in South Africa with national logistics corridors to promote 
 trade and investment. Opening up economies to support trade liberalisation in African policy is 
 suggestive of wider neoliberal policy choices where market principles are privileged over public 
 interest and normative planning instruments.  Within the South African policy context, there is 
 significant support for infrastructure led development projects based on multiple rationale for 
 sustainable growth and inclusion development.  The paper theoretically explores the 
 connections between airport and logistics infrastructure to support trade through a case study 
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 approach that interrogates how airport related infrastructure development delivers on 
 sustainable and inclusive urban development indicators. Within the field of planning, land use 
 impacts of airports are understood through airport related models and are associated with large 
 scale development, corridors and nodal development infrastructure projects. Underpinning 
 these broad spatial concepts is the notion that investment in transport related infrastructure is 
 related to growth and development, and yet there are specific dynamics and that differentiate 
 airports from other transport infrastructures when facilitating types of trade. Drawing from a case 
 study approach, this paper 1) outlines the underlying development path of infrastructure led 
 development 2) applies theoretical constructs for transport led development from the Dube 
 TradePort case study design 3) reflects on the applicability of Dube TradePort case study for 
 broader infrastructure led development within the context of the national spatial economy. The 
 study found that although the Dube TradePort case is differentiated from broader infrastructure 
 led development cases, the theoretical constructs to understanding how multi-scalar networks 
 and flows interact with cities are applicable. However, in terms of the case study findings, the 
 investment at Dube TradePort to increased trade, land values and investment are not replicable 
 as they are both path and context dependent. 

 Urban waterscapes and the pandemic: Changing water 
 infrastructures and governance in Nairobi 
 Sophie Schramm  , Technical University Dortmund 
 Elizabeth Wamuchiru  , University of Nairobi 
 Moritz Kasper  , Technical University Dortmund 
 Emmanuel Mwenje  , University of Nairobi 

 The Covid-19 pandemic has brought to the fore the importance of water access as an essential 
 service in protecting human health. Frequent hand washing and general hygiene are 
 prerequisites for health and particularly for containing the spread of contagious diseases. 
 However, the fight against infectious diseases and the prevention of human-to-human 
 transmission of the novel virus can be hampered by uneven geographies of water access, often 
 mediated by fragmented and unequal infrastructure systems. More particularly, residents of 
 marginalized areas in rapidly growing cities have shown to be specifically vulnerable to the 
 effects of the global pandemic. The spread of SARS-CoV-2 has presented a dilemma for water 
 providers as well as residents in water-deprived urban areas as they have to adhere to new 
 hygiene standards and requirements, despite limited access to basic water infrastructure. Urban 
 actors in water-deprived settlements have adapted their water-related policies, systems, and 
 practices in manifold ways. Yet, despite such adaptations, the goal of “inclusive, safe, resilient 
 and sustainable” human settlements (SDG 11) is not only threatened by the direct health effects 
 of the pandemic, but also endangered by exacerbating inequalities in access to water services. 
 Therefore, a deeper understanding of (post-)pandemic urban waterscapes – the infrastructure 
 system as well as everyday practices and technologies – is necessary for a safe, resilient and 
 sustainable urban future. The DFG research project ‘Urban waterscapes and the pandemic – 
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 changing water practices, technologies and infrastructures in Nairobi’ investigates the intricate 
 ways in which urban waterscapes have been shaped by the pandemic. Drawing from first field 
 visits, literature analysis, and a first set of interviews and conversations, our paper elaborates on 
 emergent waterscapes with a focus on water infrastructure and governance at city level. With 
 our analysis on policy and implementation level, we show that Covid-19 has indeed contributed 
 to changes to Nairobi’s waterscape but that its impact needs to be read critical against recent 
 changes in the city’s governmental structure. In addition, the longevity of Covid-related 
 interventions is questionable as much as they are likely to be counteracting solutions to 
 Nairobi’s systemic insufficiencies and inequalities in water access. 

 Time for a new paradigm for urban water services infrastructure in 
 Kenya 
 Laura Inha  , City of Tampere 
 Jarmo Hukka  , Tampere University 
 Tapio Katko  , Tampere University 

 The  aim  of  this  paper  is  to  address  the  required  enabling  governance  and  institutional 
 conditions,  how  to  achieve  the  Sustainable  Development  Goal  11  “  Make  cities  and  human 
 settlements  inclusive,  safe,  resilient  and  sustainable”  and  its  several  targets  interlinked  directly 
 to  SDG  6  “Ensure  access  to  water  and  sanitation  for  all”  in  Kenya  by  2030.  The  authors  argue 
 that  urgent  changes  are  needed  in  policies  and  practices  concerning  especially  water  services 
 infrastructure  financing,  pricing,  cost  recovery,  human  resources  and  strategic  asset 
 management.  The  urban  population,  currently  at  15  million,  is  prognosed  almost  to  triple  to  44.2 
 million  by  2050.  Kenya’s  unprecedented  urban  growth  is  attributable  two  main  factors:  high 
 natural  population  growth  and  rural-urban  migration  due  to  factors  like  droughts,  conflicts  and 
 rural  poverty.  This  rapid  urbanization  has  left  cities  with  huge  unmet  demand  for  critical 
 infrastructure  and  basic  services,  adversely  affecting  quality  of  life  for  urban  residents.  Rapid 
 and  poorly  managed  urbanization  has  also  led  to  the  proliferation  of  overcrowded  and 
 impoverished  informal  settlements;  around  50  percent  of  people  in  major  cities  live  in  such 
 communities.  This  has  also  huge  implications  for  water  services  management  in  the  country’s 
 cities,  which  already  face  rising  water  and  sanitation  demands  and  problems,  such  as  pollution 
 and  overexploitation.  Although  water  and  sanitation  are  explicitly  recognized  as  a  human  right, 
 only  58  percent  of  urban  population  had  access  to  safely  managed  drinking  water  services,  48 
 percent  had  shared  sanitation,  15  percent  had  unimproved  sanitation  facilities  and  one  percent 
 practiced open defecation. 
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 Climate change adaptation policies in Southern Africa and 
 Inequality disparity in urban informal settlements 
 Natal Buthelezi  , University of the Free State 
 Abraham Matamanda  , University of the Free State 
 Verna Nel 

 This  study  analyses  the  climate  change  policies  in  southern  Africa  focusing  on  inequality 
 disparities.  This  analysis  is  situated  in  the  context  of  informal  settlements  that  are  increasingly 
 characterising  most  southern  African  cities  and  also  considering  the  vulnerability  of  these 
 settlements  to  the  multiple  shocks  of  climate  change.  Such  shocks,  compromise  the  strides  and 
 milestones  made  in  meeting  the  SDG  11  targets  that  envisages  safe,  inclusive,  resilient  and 
 sustainable  cities  by  2030.  Although  policies  are  meant  to  spur  sustained  climate  change 
 adaptation  responses,  this  is  not  always  the  case  in  most  parts  of  Africa.  We  argue  that  the 
 government’s  disproportionate  commitments  seem  to  marginalise  the  poor,  especially  those  in 
 informal  settlements  which  have  been  identified  by  Yiftachel  (2009)  as  ‘positioned  in  the  shadow 
 of  the  formal  city’.  Using  a  comparative  case  study  approach,  we  analyse  the  climate  change 
 policies  in  four  purposively  selected  countries:  South  Africa,  Zimbabwe,  Mozambique  and 
 Namibia.  We  examine  the  ideologies  that  guide  the  formulation  of  these  policies,  the  guidelines 
 provided  for  enhancing  adaptation  in  informal  settlements.  This  examination  is  done  through  the 
 conceptual  lens  of  the  inequality  disparity  concept  and  the  SDG  11.  The  primary 
 recommendation  from  the  study  is  that  state  departments  need  to  have  clear  policy  shift 
 strategies  targeting  urban  informal  settlements.  The  paper  concludes  that  the  success  of  any 
 climate change adaptation policy implementation proceeds from promoting equality. 

 Relational infrastructuring: provisioning, urban citizenship and 
 everyday governance at precarious urban fringes 
 Lalli Metsola  , University of Helsinki 

 Focusing  on  land  occupation,  water  and  electricity  at  the  precarious  fringes  of  Windhoek, 
 Namibia’s  capital,  this  paper  applies  the  novel  concept  of  ‘relational  infrastructuring’  to  theorize 
 processes  of  provisioning  for  basic  needs  under  conditions  of  endemic  precarity.  It  explores  how 
 such  efforts  bring  people  together  to  coproduce  solutions  to  daily  problems,  and  how  the 
 resulting  social  configurations  interact  with  state  regulation  and  provision.  In  line  with  the  recent 
 infrastructural  turn  in  anthropology  and  related  social  sciences,  the  paper  proceeds  from  the 
 premise  that  infrastructure  should  not  be  understood  as  non-human  technological  artefacts  but 
 as  an  assemblage  of  human  and  non-human  components  –  objects,  activities  and  relations. 
 While  material  infrastructures  lack  intentionality  of  their  own,  they  reflect  power  structures, 
 values  and  ideals,  and  thus  enable  and  constrain  human  action.  Infrastructural  neglect  or  lack  of 
 access  are  forms  of  inequality  that  have  become  manifest  in  material  form.  However,  such 
 neglects  might  also  constitute  interstices  where  creative  solutions  grow,  and  thus  a  breeding 
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 ground  for  infrastructural  innovations,  for  political  visions,  and  for  emerging  socialities.  The 
 paper  pays  particular  attention  to  how  the  relationships  between  official  infrastructural  policies 
 and  residents’  relational,  networked  provisioning  form  a  field  of  everyday  governance  and 
 institutionalization.  It  explores  the  ways  in  which  existing  infrastructures  with  their  constraining 
 tendencies,  deficits  and  opportunities  contribute  to  social  relations,  access,  and  political  status, 
 but  also  how  people’s  ways  of  appropriating,  modifying  and  innovating  infrastructures  can  have 
 far-reaching  unintended  and  unforeseen  consequences  on  the  city  form,  its  prevalent  material 
 infrastructures,  and  the  governance  of  people  and  space.  The  paper  is  based  on  fieldwork 
 conducted in 2016 and 2019. 

 Working group 3 
 Sites of despair – sites of care: feminist analyses of 
 global supply chains as transformative practice in 
 development? 

 Ilona Steiler  , University of Tampere (ilona.steiler@tuni.fi) 
 Marjaana Jauhola  , University of Helsinki 
 Christian Scheper  , University of Duisburg-Essen 

 DESCRIPTION 

 This working group consists of one abstract presentation and a roundtable discussion. 

 Working group addresses the need to transform global infrastructural formations by exploring 
 the potential of feminist theorizing to reclaim sites of despair as sites of care, with a specific 
 view on global supply chains. The catastrophic and dystopian effects of current global regimes 
 of extraction, production and consumption are increasingly visible. Yet, as Anna Tsing (2020) 
 suggests, there is a constant flow of lives formed at such capitalist ruins, forming multitudes of 
 precariousness and survival that allow imagining the possibility of hope and care while 
 acknowledging the cycles of violence and oppression these extractive systems create. 

 Following up on the call by feminist political ecologists to engage with political economy through 
 the prism of care and caring (Bauhardt and Harcourt 2018), this working group invites papers 
 and presentations debating if, and how, feminist analyses of global supply chains challenge 
 dominant accounts of global production and consumption and can thus contribute to creating 
 alternative, just and sustainable futures. Care/ing is understood here to consist of dialectical 
 processes through which bodies, the self and social relations are created, sustained and 
 reproduced, amidst solidarity as well as competitiveness. We welcome papers focusing on 
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 questions of ecology, economy and labour, gender and intersecting social categories, politics of 
 the everyday, and knowledge production. Papers may address (but are not limited to) the 
 following questions: 

 -  What kind of (feminist) ethics of care/ing are needed in development? 
 -  What forms of care/ing can be found in sites of extraction of commodities and of labour? 
 -  How do global flows of resources, labour, and people both enable and require ethics of 

 care/ing? 
 -  What does a focus on care/ing teach about the commercialisation but also 

 decommodification of nature, social relations and labour? 
 -  How can patterns of everyday consumption and their cultural representations be 

 transformed into acts of care/ing? 

 SCHEDULE 

 Friday 18 Feb 11:30-13.00 Parallel Session III 

 Abstract: 

 Cooking class: Care, despair and godliness in a Pentecostal women’s group in Uganda  - 
 Henni Alava 

 Roundtable on Care as Worlding  -panelists: 

 -  Violeta Gutierrez Zamora, University of Eastern Finland 
 -  Marjaana Jauhola, University of Helsinki 
 -  Minna Lyytikäinen, University of Helsinki 
 -  Ilona Steiler, University of Tampere 
 -  Satu Sundström, University of Helsinki 

 ABSTRACTS 

 Cooking class: care, despair and godliness in a Pentecostal 
 women’s group in Uganda 
 Henni Alava  , University of Jyväskylä 

 Drawing on participant observation at ‘Heavenly tastes’, a Pentecostal cooking course for 
 women in urban Uganda, I seek in this paper to think of such courses as sites of particular kinds 
 of (anti-feminist) care. In these groups, women aspire to achieve the kind of cultural capital that 
 accompanies ‘middle-classness’ in contemporary Uganda: they learn to make ‘modern’ food; to 
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 bake ‘Western’ cake (sometimes without a ‘Western’ oven); to dress themselves and their 
 homes in the right ‘born-again’ way; and to submit to their husbands. Through the group 
 meetings, women create networks of care with each other in a social world that is starkly divided 
 between those who prosper, and those who despair while trying to. The overwhelming majority 
 of Uganda and Ugandans lie outside of the small islands of accumulating wealth that sparsely 
 pepper the country: the church that hosts ‘Heavenly tastes’ is highly focused on affluent 
 members of society, and conscipuous consumption is central to its activities. However, 
 ‘Heavenly tastes’ groups, where women from diverse class backgrounds come together, 
 indicate a rather phenomenal break to the divisions that would typically separate them from 
 each other. One that forces one to ask (echoing scholars like Damaris Parsitau), whether 
 liberating care can emerge in un-liberating contexts. This paper attends to the questions posed 
 in this panel, on despair and care, from two parallel directions. First, I wish to explore the 
 obfuscation of despair, and the patterns of care that emerge in the cooking courses, as a 
 window into the place of Pentecostalism within global patterns of inequality and consumption. 
 But to do so, I must, second, try to struggle through my own feminist and class-conscious yet 
 fundamentally bourgeois understandings of gender, family relations, and style, to query: what 
 does it mean for me to care for my research participants in a context where little if any ground 
 can be found for a shared agenda? 

 Working group 4 
 Energy systems in the colonial continuum: 
 Decolonizing energy research in sub-Saharan Africa 

 Joshua Kirshner  , University of York (joshua.kirshner@york.ac.uk) 
 Henrice Altink  , University of York 
 Idalina Baptista  , University of Oxford 
 David Clayton  , University of York 

 DESCRIPTION 

 In the past decade, Sub-Saharan Africa has received much international interest and investment 
 in energy projects designed to address energy poverty and climate change mitigation. 
 Nevertheless, the number of people without energy access in many African countries is 
 increasing due to, amongst others, population growth, urbanization, and an increase in energy 
 exports, while there is also ongoing exclusion of certain populations bypassed by public and 
 private sector initiatives. 

 There are various ways of defining and understanding energy transitions, but many scholars 
 now argue that systemic changes in energy systems require transformations in social and 
 ecological dimensions that structure and support social life, especially in urban areas (Baptista, 
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 2015; 2018; van den Bold, 2021; Rutherford and Coutard, 2014). Apart from technical and 
 financial dimensions, energy transitions pose important political questions regarding how and by 
 whom they are managed and justified, and who may or may not benefit from them (Huber and 
 McCarthy, 2017; Newell and Mulvaney, 2013). These systems and associated infrastructures 
 have been shaped by distinct historical and political processes (Hart, 2018), which in African 
 contexts involve colonial histories of settlement, planning, and market formation (Cox and Negi, 
 2010). Understanding energy transitions thus requires accounting for the historical path 
 dependencies that are embedded in energy systems but to date these have received little 
 attention. 

 This working group aims to explore how we can further incorporate historical dimensions into 
 the analysis of contemporary energy systems in Africa. At the outset, the working group will 
 foster specific, cross-national and urban comparisons into the historical development of African 
 energy systems, attending to colonial histories and planning policies, their impact on built 
 environments and modes of finance, and how these might be uncovered, addressed and 
 challenged through interdisciplinary and decolonizing research. 

 We invite papers that discuss these historical dimensions of energy systems from a theoretically 
 grounded empirical perspective. We are hoping for a broad range of contributions, and 
 interdisciplinary approaches are welcome. Contributors who would like to take part virtually or 
 in-person are encouraged to submit their abstracts. We will explore the possibility of creating a 
 special issue in Journal of Energy History / Revue d’Histoire de l’énergie, or Energy Research & 
 Social Science. 

 References 

 Baptista, I. 2015. ‘We live on estimates': everyday practices of prepaid electricity and the urban 
 condition in Maputo, Mozambique. International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 39(5): 
 1004-1019. 

 Baptista, I. 2018. Space and energy transitions in sub-Saharan Africa: understated historical 
 connections. Energy Research & Social Science 36: 30-35. 

 Cox, K.R. and Negi, R. 2010. The state and the question of development in sub-Saharan Africa. 
 Review of African Political Economy 37(123): 71-85. 

 Hart, G. 2018. Relational comparison revisited: Marxist postcolonial geographies in practice. 
 Progress in Human Geography 42(3): 371-394. 

 Huber, M. and McCarthy, J. 2017. Beyond the subterranean energy regime? Fuel, land use and 
 the production of space. Transactions of the Institute of British Geographers 42(4): 655-668. 
 Newell, P. and Mulvaney, D. 2013. The political economy of the ‘just transition’. Geographical 
 Journal 179(2): 132-140. 
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 Rutherford, J. and Coutard, O. 2014. Urban energy transitions: places, processes and politics of 
 socio-technical change. Urban Studies 51(7) 1353-1377 

 van den Bold, M. 2021. In pursuit of diverse energy futures: The political economy of electricity 
 in Senegal. Environment and Planning E: Nature and Space, p.25148486211034808. 

 SCHEDULE: 

 Thursday 17 Feb 13.00-14.30 Parallel Sessions I 

 -  Decolonizing energy transitions: Infrastructure, race and pan-African empowerment in 
 Ghana’s electricity history -  Pauline Destrée 

 -  History of solar energy in West Africa: From research to industrialization (1960-1987) - 
 Jean Gecit 

 -  Decolonial critique of the coal-based economy and climate delay in South Africa -  Tara 
 Nair van Ryneveld, Mine Islar 

 ABSTRACTS 

 Decolonizing energy transitions: Infrastructure, race and 
 pan-African empowerment in Ghana’s electricity history 
 Pauline Destrée  , University of St Andrews 

 New oil and gas discoveries across the African continent have fostered a “resurgent 
 extractivism” (Degani, Chalfin, and Cross 2020) reminiscent of a “new scramble for Africa” 
 (Southall and Melber 2009; Hicks 2015) alongside renewed optimism for leapfrogging the 
 continent to renewable, clean and accessible energy. In Ghana, ambitious plans for renewable 
 energy have been marred by a growing dependence on fossil fuels and ambivalence toward 
 international calls for decarbonization and energy transitions. For many low-carbon nations 
 struggle to meet increasing electricity demand and have long relied on renewable sources like 
 hydropower generation, energy transitions appear as disingenuous projects that fail to address 
 historical questions of global responsibility, privilege, and inequality. In this paper, I interrogate 
 this ‘failure’ of a green future through the colonial and post-colonial history of electricity 
 development in Ghana, using archival material from the national electricity company (ECG) and 
 ethnographic data from fieldwork conducted since 2014 with electricity workers, energy 
 providers, policymakers, politicians, and oil companies. I explore how energy has configured 
 postcolonial claims to modernity, citizenship, and carbon justice through three key moments of 
 Ghana’s energy history: 1) the colonial model of selective electrification in mining and extractive 
 sites at the turn of the 20th century, inscribing racial and class segregation onto urban housing 
 and planning; 2) Kwame Nkrumah’s promise of Pan-African independence, empowerment and a 
 ‘good life’ through the Akosombo dam and national electrification; and 3) current claims to 
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 natural resource sovereignty and a right to oil-for-development in the President’s vision of 
 ‘Ghana beyond aid’ (Kumi 2020). 

 References 

 Degani, Michael, Brenda Chalfin, and Jamie Cross. 2020. “Introduction: Fuelling Capture: 
 Africa’s Energy Frontiers.” The Cambridge Journal of Anthropology 38 (2): 1–18. 

 Hicks, Celeste. 2015. Africa’s New Oil: Power, Pipelines and Future Fortunes. London: Zed 
 Books. 

 Kumi, Emmanuel. 2020. “From Donor Darling to beyond Aid? Public Perceptions of ‘Ghana 
 Beyond Aid.’” The Journal of Modern African Studies 58 (1): 67–90. 

 Southall, Roger, and Henning Melber. 2009. A New Scramble for Africa? Imperialism, 
 Investment and Development. University Kwazulu Natal Press. 

 History of solar energy in West Africa: From research to 
 industrialization (1960-1987) 
 Jean Gecit  , Sorbonne University 

 Studying solar energy in West Africa since independences underline a dual interest at the time 
 for energy independence and environmental protection. In 1964, the United Nations 
 recommended the use of solar energy in West Africa to counteract deforestation and 
 desertification. At that time, research on solar energy started in Mali and Niger. In Senegal, the 
 first thermodynamic solar pump in the world was built in 1962. Then, West Africa became a field 
 of technical competition between thermodynamic and photovoltaic solar pumps. 

 Infrastructure is a topic which includes, on the one hand, the design of solar pumps according to 
 their use (village, pastoral, irrigation) and on the other hand, the creation of national’s industries, 
 in the forefront, the Office of Solar Energy in Niger since 1976. Niger was followed by other 
 West African countries anxious to develop their industries. This led to the creation of a Regional 
 Solar Energy Center (RSEC) in the 1970s. At that time, the imbalance in international trade led 
 African States to the quest of a New International Economic Order (NIEO) to promote scientific 
 research related to developing countries’ challenges. The failure of a NIEO lead the African 
 countries to work for an endogenous, self-centered and industrial development since 1980 in 
 which solar energy takes place. But the industrial projects were shattered by the IMF and World 
 Bank structural adjustment plans and the withdrawal of European funds allocated to the RSEC 
 project in 1987. 
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 Decolonial critique of the coal-based economy and climate delay 
 in South Africa 
 Tara Nair van Ryneveld  , Lund University Centre for  Sustainability Studies 
 Mine Islar  , Lund University Centre for Sustainability  Studies 

 South Africa has a coal-based energy system and extractive economy, largely responsible for its 
 relatively high carbon emission levels compared to countries with similar GDP figures. This 
 extractive, coal-based economy began during British colonization and today shows few tangible 
 signs of transitioning rapidly to limit climate change. This paper argues that coloniality 
 contributes to climate delay, given that colonization is one of the reasons for establishing fossil 
 fuel dependence in South Africa. Combining theory on decolonization, specifically colonial 
 hierarchies of power, with a critical discourse analysis, this research uses interview and policy 
 data to show how these power hierarchies encourage climate delay in South Africa. Focusing 
 on hierarchies of power within the global economy, of race and class, and of epistemologies, 
 three key barriers to climate action emerged that were used to normalize South Africa’s 
 emission intensive energy and extractive development, while silencing or dismissing 
 alternatives. This research highlights the need to recognize the colonial foundation of coal and 
 climate change, and the potential for a coalition between decolonization and climate action to 
 motivate for a radical change in coal-based development in South Africa and at a global level. 

 Working Group 5 
 Forests, politics and the infrastructures of inequality 

 Maria Brockhaus  , University of Helsinki (maria.brockhaus@helsinki.fi) 
 Symphorien Ongolo  , IRD, Chair of Forest and Nature  Conservation Policy, University of 
 Göttingen 
 Grace Y. Wong  , RIHN, SRC 

 DESCRIPTION 

 Tropical forests and forestlands are being claimed for a myriad of interconnected global, 
 national and local interests embedded in flows of material (commodities), finance and ideas. 
 Trade and investment patterns and discursive practices are intertwined with the establishment 
 and persistence of plantations for timber, biomass resources, for the production of commodities 
 such as soy and oil palm as well as to serve climate change mitigation, adaptation and 
 conservation interests. These lands – conservation sites as well as plantations and their 
 associated infrastructures – are also the scene of promises of ‘sustainable’ and climate-friendly 
 development, poverty reduction, and ‘green’ growth. Here, government authorities, private 
 sector actors, conservationists, communities, environmental defenders and other members of 
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 civil society execute their agency and negotiate divergent interests. Yet, there are power 
 imbalances among these actors, often to the disadvantage of local people and environments 
 and resulting in different and intersecting inequalities related to geographies, gender, class, 
 ethnicity and age. In this context, inequalities are then reinforced and (re)produced over time 
 through the discursive practices, incentive structures and power relations within the larger land 
 use arena. In addition, there are trade-offs among the different and often conflicting objectives 
 across levels of governance. Hence, we invite papers (particularly empirical contributions) that 
 tackle one of the fundamental questions of a socially and environmentally just sustainable 
 development: who – and whose society – benefit from forests and forestlands in the Global 
 South? What are the mechanisms and infrastructures that enable and facilitate inequality 
 related to forests and forestlands – and what are those that can help to break and transform 
 long-standing institutional structures towards more equitable futures? 

 Each of the presentations will be commented by a discussant, followed by a moderated Q&A. 
 Hybrid format. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 16.30-18.00 Parallel Sessions II 

 -  Soy, land grabbing and deforestation. The case of Brazil -  Álvaro Germán Torres Mora 
 -  Transnational Property and State Sovereignty on Rails: Railway imperialism and railway 

 republicanism in Uruguay -  Teivo Teivainen, Emiliano  Sosa Barrios 
 -  Transport infrastructure and wellbeing in Northern “resource peripheries” -  Eija 

 Meriläinen, Aaron Clark-Ginsberg, Keren Zhu, Jalal Awan 

 Friday 18 Feb 14.00-15.30 Parallel Sessions IV 

 -  An Overview of Agro-industry Investments and Land Inequalities in Cameroon -  Samuel 
 Assembe-Mvondo, Grace Wong 

 -  Situating “community” in alternative conservation: A case of conservation-induced 
 displacement in India,  Ng Sourav Singha 

 -  Uncertainty and collaborative governance of forest concessions in a globalized world: 
 Insights to local access to forest resources in Mozambique,  Irmeli Mustalahti, Ida 
 Herdieckerhoff, Almeida Sitoe, Estêvão E. Chambule 

 -  Environmental Sustainability and the Marginal People in Indian Sundarbans,  Dayabati 
 Roy 
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 ABSTRACTS 

 Soy, land grabbing and deforestation. The case of Brazil. 
 Álvaro Germán Torres Mora  , University of Tennessee 

 "In 2019 fires in the Amazon rainforest caught global attention. Large areas were destroyed, 
 raising public concern. However, this problem is not new. Every year considerable tracts of 
 Amazonas are cleared. This is worrisome since the planet is experiencing an unprecedent 
 global warming, which most of governments in the world have committed to fight against. 
 Serious evidence suggests that such fires are not accidental but planned and intentional and 
 they clear spaces for agroindustrial projects whose products are globally traded. Interestingly, 
 this was noticed by the Brazilian government, which back in 2018 fined Cargill and Bunge for 
 purchasing soy from deforested lands. 

 Soy production is very relevant in the international market of commodities. Due to its multiple 
 applications it is described as a flex crop. 6 % of soy is consumed as whole beans, tofu or other 
 whole soy forms, whereas the other 94% is crushed and turned into soybean meal (79%) and oil 
 (18.5%) through mechanical or chemical procedures. The meal portion is mainly used for 
 livestock feed whilst oil is mostly used in its edible form (95%) but also for biodiesel production 
 (Schneider, 2015). It is noteworthy that contemporary land grabbing occurs within a variety of 
 crises; such as those involving energy, finances, food, fuel and global warming. Given these 
 crises, it is not surprising that these is a preference for products that have more than one use, 
 are easily exchangeable and are flexible. Examples include soy, since it is a source of both 
 biodiesel and food (Borras et al., 2012). Also, this rush for land has led to deforestation in some 
 regions of the Global south, for example Brazil, where large extensions of rainforest have been 
 cleared for agroindustrial projects (Barreto and Silva, 2010). So far Brazil is the main producer 
 of soy (134 millions of megatons in 2020, USDA foreign agricultural service, 2021) and the main 
 exporter, controlling 47.3% of the international market (Observatory of economic complexity, 
 2021) 

 There is evidence of correlations between soy production and deforestation in Brazil from 2000 
 to 2006 (Barreto and Silva, 2010). Given this, I plan to explore whether in the last 15 years 
 increases in deforestation rates are associated with soy and how this phenomenon potentially 
 relates to connected markets such as biofuels and beef production. I involve a discussion on the 
 role of the state and non-state actors under the umbrella of World Systems Theory . My 
 hypothesis is that corporate actors such as Bunge, Cargill, and Louis Dreyfus, whose 
 headquarters are located in the global north are accumulating land at expenses of local fragile 
 ecosystems such as the Amazon one, with the complicity of the Brazilian state. 

 I plan to further analyze to what extent soy production is triggering deforestation in the Brazilian 
 Amazon region. This involves a careful study of the trends of soy and how the Brazilian state 
 has reacted to the international markets, either by attracting international investment or by 
 sanctioning multinational companies that buy soy  from deforested areas. All in all, this project 
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 aims to better understand how global markets are fostering forests clearings through pressures 
 associated to the global market of commodities, which places a noticeable emphasis on flex 
 crops due to their multiple applications and relatively low financial risks. 

 References 

 Barreto, P. and Silva, D. 2010. Will cattle ranching continue to drive deforestation in the Brazilian 
 Amazon? Conference paper. 
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 Quantitative sources 

 Observatory of Economic Complexity 
 Atlas 
 Publindex 
 Statista 
 USDA foreign agricultural service 

 An Overview of Agro-industry Investments and Land Inequalities 
 in Cameroon 
 Samuel Assembe-Mvondo  , RIHN Japan 
 Grace Wong  , SRC 

 Private and public agribusiness investments are among the drivers behind land inequalities that 
 have affected local communities and indigenous peoples around the world. Land inequalities is 
 the differences in the size of land area that people can access and have rights to and strength 
 of tenure rights they to that land. Nowadays, this phenomenon is accelerating in tropical 
 countries, under the double pressure of the demand of international markets for agricultural 
 commodities and the macroeconomic policies of developing countries based essentially on 
 extractive and valorisation on natural stocks. Cameroon does not seem to escape such a trend. 
 Although still relatively under-studied, this country has historically hosted various agro-industrial 
 investments whose socio-economic impacts are often overlooked. The objective of this paper is 
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 to examine how agro-industries generate land inequalities and poverty among local 
 communities and indigenous peoples, contrary to the promises contained in strategic 
 documents policy and to the benefit of dominant economic operators (multinationals, the State 
 and national elites). 

 Our analysis is based on review of policy documents and national press articles, interviews with 
 key experts from administrations and NGOs, empirical observations and consultation of 
 statistics carried out in 2020.  Using the land inequality framework: (1)the size and/or value of 
 land; (2) the level of security tenure; (3) the actual control that people have; (4) their control of 
 the benefits from the land. The paper  reveals the underlying power relations of land inequality : 
 i) the populations living near agro-industries are dispossessed of a large area of their most 
 fertile ancestral forest land, which leads to land inequalities between dominant economic 
 operators (foreign investors, capitalist State and national elites) and neighbouring rural 
 communities ; ii) such a situation has a negative impact on their well-being, culture and 
 identities, and limits local development possibilities; and iii) subsequently, conflicts between 
 economic operators, the State and local communities living near the forest are escalating. 

 Such a tendency of agro-industrial investments to generate land inequalities among local and 
 indigenous communities can potentially be mitigated through inclusive governance and 
 implementation of key tools such as compensatory planning and participatory 
 monitoring-evaluation mechanisms adapted to local contexts, which are currently lacking in the 
 current administrative framework.  However, we question if there is political will for 
 transformative governance as the forces of global markets, investments, profits and policies 
 continue to dominate and cohere as an “infrastructure” of inequality. 

 Transnational Property and State Sovereignty on Rails: Railway 
 imperialism and railway republicanism in Uruguay 
 Teivo Teivainen  , University of Helsinki 
 Emiliano Sosa Barrios  , University of Helsinki 

 Infrastructure moves factors of production and shakes relations of power. Some infrastructure 
 moves more concretely. There exists a rich tradition of scholarly and political debate on 
 historical railway imperialism. This article will explore an ongoing construction of infrastructure 
 linked to the Finnish bio-forestry corporation UPM-Kymmene in Uruguay. We hope to contribute 
 to the general debates on the presence of transnationally operating corporations in sovereign 
 countries and the more specific question of how the presence of UPM-Kymmene in Uruguay 
 should be characterized. 

 Social movements opposed to the construction of the world’s biggest cellulose pulp mill near the 
 Uruguayan town Paso de los Toros have been using terms like colonialism and imperialism. 
 Defenders of the project have characterized it as a tool of national development originating in 
 the sovereign decisions of the Republic of Uruguay. One of the political and ideological 
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 complexities of the corporate-state relationship in this case is that during most parts of the 
 project, in 2004-2019, Uruguay was governed by the left-wing alliance Frente Amplio. 
 Therefore, in the ideological climate of Uruguay, social forces traditionally most likely to employ 
 the language of anti-colonialism and anti-imperialism have in fact been mostly supporting the 
 project. This also means that among those who have been using such language about UPM 
 have sometimes connected it with a new kind of anticolonial discourse in which issues such 
 as feminism, gay rights, drug policy liberalization are also seen as embodiments of global 
 governance that threatens the sovereignty of the republic. 

 The project of constructing the pulp mill near Paso de los Toros moved ahead without politically 
 significant opposition, though with relatively wide-spread critical comments about some of its 
 aspects. For the movements most clearly opposing it, the railway needed for the project to 
 operate became an increasingly important tactical focus. In the national decision-making, the 
 constellation of power was clearly favorable to the construction of the mill. In the most 
 immediate local context around the site of the mill, the alleged benefits in terms of employment 
 and local business incentives also made it difficult to generate sufficient opposition to the 
 project. The railway part of the overall project became increasingly important since it could be 
 stalled by departmental-level action along the railway line, for which the national constitution 
 provided concrete mechanisms. (More on these, referenda etc). Moreover, for the people living 
 near the line where high-speed trains would pass carrying potentially dangerous chemicals 
 needed in pulp production, there were few apparent benefits compared to the harms and risks. 

 We place our analysis of the railway construction in two historical contexts. One is the context of 
 railways in times of British empire in the 19th century. We will analyze to what extent changes in 
 ownership have contributed to what we will call railway republicanism. This case brings light to 
 more general debates on transnational corporate power and national sovereignty in Uruguay. 

 The other context is about how forestry companies based in Finland achieved a prominent role 
 in Uruguay. It provides a window for analyzing how Finland, a country with apparently little 
 historical involvement in imperial or colonial endeavors, becomes involved in symbolic and 
 material contestations in which questions of alleged colonial or imperial intrusion take place. 

 Transport infrastructure and wellbeing in Northern “resource 
 peripheries” 
 Eija Meriläinen  , University College London 
 Aaron Clark-Ginsberg  , RAND Corporation 
 Keren Zhu  , RAND Corporation 
 Jalal Awan  , RAND Corporation 

 This presentation explores how physical transport infrastructure is entangled with local 
 wellbeing in sparsely-populated locations with a strong presence of extractive industries. 
 Furthermore, the study explores how local actors, such as civil society organizations, politicize – 
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 or do not – the role of transport infrastructure for the local wellbeing.  The study focuses on 
 Sitka (Alaska, United States) and Tornio River valley (Finland), that could both be characterized 
 as “resource peripheries”.  Beyond the current presence of extractive industries such as forestry 
 and mining in the regions, also their past has been shaped by the pressures to commodify their 
 natures for the benefit of the market and the state. Physical transport infrastructure is necessary 
 for the extractive industries, and investments have often been driven by them. These 
 investments can have negative impacts for locals, as the infrastructure allows for the extraction 
 of local natures, and contributes to their dispersal – think of forestry roads. However, the same 
 infrastructures often also facilitate the mobility of the local people, whether it is for livelihood or 
 recreational purposes. As a result, the transport infrastructure associated with extractive 
 industries can thus both be seen as problematic for local people’s wellbeing.  We describe a 
 simultaneous desire by local people to preserve existing infrastructure and resistance towards 
 infrastructure development activities that are geared for extraction. The focus is particularly on 
 transport infrastructure related to forestry, from forestry roads to shipping facilities. The 
 presentation also comments on what specificities arise across the two Northern Hemisphere 
 cases, particularly when contrasted with developments in the global south. 

 Situating “community” in alternative conservation: A case of 
 conservation-induced displacement in India 
 Ng Sourav Singha  , Indian Institute of Technology 

 Emerging from the criticism towards mainstream conservation’s displacement 
 issues were various alternatives, like community-based conservation, which focussed on social 
 justice, economic benefits, inclusion of people, etc. These arguments were underpinned by the 
 importance of forest-dependent people and their knowledge, for conservation, what Dan 
 Brockington referred as the ‘principle of local support’ (2004, p 412). Counter arguments 
 contend that features of symbiotic existence of human and nature were of the sparsely 
 populated past. This paper problematizes these arguments through an empirical study of a 
 small village called Kankan Nagar, one of the official “Encroached Areas” of Amchang Wildlife 
 Sanctuary, in the city Guwahati of Assam in India. It depicts the marginalisation of an 
 indigenous community through the interplay of conservation, state apathy and urbanisation. 
 The villagers faced forced apathetic evictions for the “protection” of the Wildlife Sanctuary 
 from the space where they had settled when it was categorised as a Reserved Forest. Most of 
 them settled there in search of an alternate livelihood after they were displaced by perennial 
 floods from their riverine settlements, forced into the cash economy due to the lack of 
 government support and excluded from an unequal urban space. 

 The field study shows the settlements to be non-forest-dependent, however, facing 
 marginalisation by conservation, after having already been pushed to the lowest strata of the 
 society by various forces of unequal power relations. Moreover, the contention over the idea 
 of nature and land emerges. Land as a commodified resource is extracted by accumulation 
 through its valuation as ‘wilderness’ by state-elite nexus, and legitimised over the value that 
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 the people give, leading to continuous creation of their vulnerability and marginalisation 
 through displacements and dispossessions. The paper raises the need to accommodate such 
 communities in alternative conservation debates by thinking beyond the idea of forest- 
 dependence and friendliness. Since conservation is spatial and acts in tandem with other forces 
 of the unequal socio-politico-economic structure, the displaced communities are numerous and 
 heterogeneous. So, the paper situates the forceful and violent evictions of the villagers, and 
 their continuous vulnerability, to argue the importance of centralising social justice as 
 legitimacy for their inclusion, rather than their identity of forest dependence or their importance 
 in assisting conservation. It also invokes the importance of re-engaging with the idea of land 
 and nature through an understanding of the people’s ideas, assertions and claims. 

 Reference 

 Brockington, D. (2004). Community Conservation, Inequality and Injustice: Myths of Power 
 in Protected Area Management. Conservation and Society. 2(2): 411- 432. 

 Uncertainty and collaborative governance of forest concessions in 
 a globalized world: Insights to local access to forest resources in 
 Mozambique 
 Irmeli Mustalahti  , University of Eastern Finland 
 Ida Herdieckerhoff  , University of Eastern Finland 
 Almeida Sitoe  , Eduardo Mondlane University 
 Estêvão E. Chambule  , Eduardo Mondlane University 

 In a globalized world, forest-based communities are embedded in global socio-economic, 
 political and biophysical processes and therefore face the complexity, uncertainty and 
 repercussions of global change. This paper aims to explore the repercussions of global trends 
 and uncertainty on forest-based livelihoods in central Mozambique. Mozambique, a 
 least-developed country in south-east Africa, has valuable forest resources, which provide 
 essential goods and services to the population and accommodates commercially valuable 
 species. This paper focuses on implications of global changes and uncertainty in terms of 
 access to forest resources and benefits. Based on Brugnach et al. (2008) uncertainty is 
 conceptualized as unpredictability (not knowing), limited knowledge (knowing too little) and 
 ambiguity (knowing too much, too differently). We explore how these types of uncertainty shape 
 access to forest resources for inhabitants of forest concessions. The access to (forest) 
 resources is understood as the ability to benefit from things, which can be gained, controlled or 
 maintained through rights-based mechanisms or structural or relational mechanisms (Ribot and 
 Peluso 2003). This research is based on an exploratory ethnographic case study in central 
 Mozambique. Key data was collected through in-depth interviews and participant observations 
 with local communities, NGO officials and government officers. The data was triangulated with a 
 review of relevant legal and policy documents as well as research and consultancy reports. 
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 Using a bottom-up approach, we conducted a content analysis to analyse the data. The findings 
 indicate that forest governance structures are produced and implemented by multiple actors. 
 The Government of Mozambique and concessionaries are linked by concessionary agreements. 
 On local levels, traditional authorities and natural resource committees are involved in mediating 
 access to forest resources. The actors are linked through formal and informal institutions that 
 mediate how different actors gain, control and maintain access to resources. The actors draw on 
 different institutions and access mechanisms, which exacerbate uncertainty. Indeed, the results 
 indicate that uncertainty undermines access to forest resources and benefits for inhabitants of 
 forest concessions. The fluctuating global (timber) markets renders community benefits 
 unpredictable. This unpredictability is exacerbated by the legally mandated benefit-sharing 
 provision that promises a percentage of the concessionaire’s profits to inhabitants of forest 
 concessions. Limited knowledge, arising through either a lack of transparency or a lack of 
 information, creates misunderstandings or conflicts between concessionaires and communities. 
 On local levels, natural resource committees (formal institutions) and traditional authority 
 (informal institutions) co-exist and draw on different mechanisms to gain, control and distribute 
 benefits from forest resources. The ambiguity resulting from overlapping formal and informal 
 institutions impedes the distribution of benefits within the community. 

 Environmental Sustainability and the Marginal People in Indian 
 Sundarbans 
 Dayabati Roy  , Helsinki University 

 The forest conservation legislations have a long trajectory in India. Ever since the colonial 
 period, the government has been scripting laws for regularizing/governing the activities 
 within/regarding the forests. The question is why the forests have not been well-conserved 
 despite the intervention of forest conservation acts, and why the marginal people almost without 
 exception have been bearing the brunt of the strict interpretation of the conservation laws. 
 Drawing on the ethnographic field work materials collected in the period of 2018-20 from the 
 rural areas of Indian Sundarbans, this paper argues that forest conservation legislations could 
 hardly succeed in achieving its avowed conservation goals simply because it prioritizes the 
 development agenda at the expense of conservation, as well as privileges the interests of the 
 propertied sections at the expense of marginal people. While the marginal people who have 
 always been trying to maintain their subsistence through sustainably harnessing the resources 
 of the two adjacent ecotones get uprooted as consequences of pro-development and 
 pro-propertied sections’ agenda, the propertied sections have been prospered through 
 exploiting the ecotones ruthlessly towards accumulation. These class and accumulation 
 processes have made the Sundarbans vulnerable to climate change and environmental 
 degradation. The question that arises at this point is the way in which this sustainable crisis 
 could be resolved. What kinds of radical changes are needed to pursue a sustainable 
 environment in Sundarbans? This research suggests that the changes that we need to pursue 
 for solving this sustainability crisis is nothing but a change in policies which would effectively 
 replace the growth induced development with the subsistence economy. The subsistence 
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 economy pursued by the marginal people does not only exploit the earth sustainably, but does 
 ensure also the protection of biodiversity. 

 Working group 7 
 Social and ecological responsibility of digital 
 technology 

 Minna Vigren  , University of Helsinki (  minna.vigren@protonmail.com  ) 
 Matti Pohjonen  , University of Helsinki 
 Salla-Maaria Laaksonen  , University of Helsinki 
 Mervi Pantti  , University of Helsinki 

 DESCRIPTION 

 Digital technology is often considered an enabler and driver to solve major global challenges 
 like climate change and achieving carbon-neutrality. Contrary to this thinking, in this working 
 group, the social and environmental impacts of digital technologies and services are taken into 
 focus. The aim is to recast and map the adverse effects of the digital age on our lives in the 
 Global North and South. The point of embarkation is that digital services, social media platforms 
 and the devices we use them with do not create a post-material environment where our 
 relations would dissolve into words, bits, and flows of information. Instead, they produce an 
 ’environmental wasteland’ of pollution, hazardous chemicals, and scrap metal. (Parikka 2015.) 
 This raises the question of what ‘sustainable digital everyday life’ means to citizens and more 
 broadly the Earth in different parts of the world. Furthermore, the social impacts of digital 
 technologies from addiction to misinformation and intervening in elections have been widely 
 discussed in public. 

 The perspective we hope to take on the question of social and environmental impacts of the 
 digital is responsibility and accountability. This engages us to consider the principles and 
 practices demanded from institutions, corporations, and individuals to be answerable on their 
 actions. We consider it to have a broad social significance as it comes with a promise to prevent 
 abuse of power, misconduct, and ecological neglect. As a social relationship, this kind of 
 responsibility and accountability means that the powerful are expected to justify and explain 
 their decisions, be answerable for their conduct, and held responsible for their wrongdoings 
 (Bovens, 2007). 

 The working group invites presentations that tackle the topic from theoretical, methodological, or 
 empirical point of views. We invite sharing of research results, conceptual elaborations, 
 presentations on research ideas as well as provocations. 
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 Friday 19 Feb 11.00-12.30 Parallel Sessions III 

 -  From China Virus to Omicron: global entanglements between online communication and 
 global geopolitics during the COVID-19 pandemic -  Matti Pohjonen, Salla-Maaria 
 Laaksonen, Mervi Pantti 

 -  Data Ableism: Ability expectations and marginalization in datafied societies -  Vassilis 
 Charitsis, Tuukka Lehtiniemi 

 -  Is there any choice in the digitalization of education in the South? -  Jaana Holvikivi 
 -  Imagining decolonised eco-digital citizenship  - Minna  Vigren 

 ABSTRACTS 

 From China Virus to Omicron: global entanglements between 
 online communication and global geopolitics during the COVID-19 
 pandemic 
 Matti Pohjonen  , University of Helsinki 
 Salla-Maaria Laaksonen  , University of Helsinki 
 Mervi Pantti  , University of Helsinki 

 In times of global crises such as pandemics, factual information is crucial to allow for the 
 appropriate response needed to prevent the spread of the disease.  False or misleading 
 information, in turn, can endanger effective health responses.  During the COVID-19 pandemic, 
 examples of such much-discussed misleading information have included conspiracy theories 
 about the origins of the virus as well as misinformation leading to vaccine hesitancy. 

 One important, yet sometimes overlooked, component of the pandemic, however, has been the 
 growing interrelatedness between online communication related to the pandemic with 
 geopolitical questions. From initial derogatory jokes such as a the “wuhan flu”, “Chinese flu” or 
 the “kung-flu,” provoked by the alleged origins of the virus in Wuhan, China, to more recent 
 debates around the South African origins of the Omicron variant and the criticism of global 
 vaccine politics related to this, these debates have highlighted new digitally-mediated 
 geopolitics of fear and exclusion globally. By using these "politics of origin" related to the virus 
 globally as a starting point, this presentation explores how these debates around the "origins" of 
 the virus have now become intertwined into the changing dynamics of geopolitics and global 
 inequality 
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 Data Ableism: Ability expectations and marginalization in datafied 
 societies 
 Vassilis Charitsis  , Brunel University London 
 Tuukka Lehtiniemi  , University of Helsinki 

 From a vantage point of promises and expectations, data may be understood as a resource that 
 unlocks the promises of the digitised world. From a more critical vantage point,datafication 
 rather enables intervention and control,bestowing power to those who have access to data and 
 the means to process it. The resulting disparities between haves and have nots might be 
 interpreted as new forms of local and global digital divides. In this presentation, we take these 
 darker sides of digitalization and datafication as our point of departure, directing attention to how 
 datafication privileges and rewards some while marginalizing others.Data-related disparities 
 have by now been unmasked and widely discussed in critical research, and our aim is to offer a 
 new conceptual interpretation for them. To do so, we engage with critical disability scholarship 
 and develop the notions of data ableism and disablism. Data ableism draws parallels to ability 
 expectations, or what are considered as normal and necessary abilities to function in societies. 
 Data ableism, then, encapsulates digital ability expectations pertaining to data production. Its 
 flipside, data disablism, relates to the effects of the failure to meet such ability standards, that is, 
 the resulting forms of exclusion that are prevalent in datafied societies. In our presentation, we 
 will examine two main mechanisms by which digital ability expectations come to light, data 
 (in)visibility and data (un)desirability, and discuss how these mechanisms intersect with 
 well-known forms of societal discrimination.We will argue that the concepts of data ableism and 
 disablism serve to point out how data absences and data-related perceived weaknesses hinder 
 people from reaching their potential as data subjects and, in the context of increasing 
 datafication, as members of the society. 

 Is there any choice in the digitalization of education in the South? 
 Jaana Holvikivi  , Helsinki Metropolia University of  Applied Sciences 

 Finland has been particularly active in promoting mobile and virtual education in Africa, as well 
 as other Nordic donor countries. The issue of transfer of technology is not new in development 
 studies, but very little change seems to have taken place since 1980s, and the direction is still 
 from north to south. This paper aims to discuss how the situation in digitalization of education 
 looks from the local perspective, in particular with the sudden demands caused by pandemic 
 lockdowns. What are the choices of institutions with little resources except development aid? 
 This study analyses cases from three African countries that were presented in the series of 
 symposia organized by IFIP WG3.4 in June- August 2021. How did the universities and schools 
 cope with the transition to “virtual education” with insufficient technologies and no financial 
 resources? I will discuss  the dependence on free online services that come with an entire 
 cultural package of Western lifestyle, and loss of privacy and personal data protection. The 
 modes of education have been introduced by colonial masters, and lack of resources in teacher 
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 training in African countries have effectively prevented local development of educational 
 methods. Moreover, resisting the global dominance of few ICT service providers that are 
 based in the US is hard even in affluent countries. Are there any choices left? Could Finnish 
 technological aid promote activities that are based on local life-style and needs? 

 Imagining decolonised eco-digital citizenship 
 Minna Vigren  , University of Helsinki 

 The profound digitalisation of everyday environments and the deep social, political and 
 economic implications of this development mean there is an urgent need for advancing 
 everybody’s critical understanding of the digital. Often digitalisation is suggested as a solution to 
 achieve sustainable futures. These suggestions ignore the environmental impact of the digital 
 and how the ecological and social burden is inequally distributed between the North and the 
 South. The complexity and depth of the implications digitalisation challenge the prevailing 
 conceptualisations of digital citizenship. Some authors have already pointed out that in addition 
 to educating people to become skilled and active users of digital technologies, we need to 
 create more understanding and foster people’s agency in relation to emerging technologies. 
 This calls for a shift in focus in digital education. According to previous research, digitalisation of 
 everyday life can create a deep feeling of helplessness, a resigned sense of agency (Saariketo 
 2020). Many people do not feel they have enough understanding of the digital society nor 
 possibilities to have an effect on its development. 

 Evaluating the environmental impact of digital everyday life doesn’t make this any easier and 
 possibly only increases the resigned sense of agency of individuals as well as organisation. This 
 presentation reflects the idea of eco-digital citizenship from the point of decolonisation. It is 
 argued that there is a need to enhance people’s agency by fostering critical thinking and 
 competencies in relation to imagining alternative futures. It is suggested that this should be 
 done in a manner that takes the environmental aspects of digitalisation into account, as well as 
 the global imbalances between the North and the South in order to foster better digital futures 
 for all. 

 Working Group 8 
 Infrastructuring environments and the politics of 
 vulnerability 
 Mira Käkönen  , Tampere University (mira.kakonen@tuni.fi) 
 Anu Lounela  , University of Helsinki 
 Anja Nygren  , University of Helsinki 
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 DESCRIPTION 

 The recent infrastructural (re)turn in global development (Crow-Miller et l. 2017, Dodson 2017) 
 is manifested, for example, in the accelerated building of new power grids, roads, dams, 
 irrigation schemes, energy systems, mines, ports and special economic zones. Some 
 infrastructures are built in support of different forms of resource extraction while others are 
 developed to fix the climate and environmental problems, often resulting in ‘green extractivism’. 
 Infrastructure is ‘matter that enables the movement of other matter’ (Larkin 2013:329) but 
 infrastructures may also cause major environmental disruptions and harm affected people in 
 violent ways (Rodgers and O’Neill 2012, Li 2018). 

 With the term ‘infrastructuring environments’ we draw from the work of Blok et al (2016:3) who 
 approach infrastructure making as processes in which human and non-human (natural and 
 technical) relations get newly organised in enduring ways. Infrastructuring is thus a mode of 
 worlding in which new socionatural relations and sociospatial orderings are produced. 
 Infrastructures are also paradoxical in that they produce (dis)connections and (in)visibilities 
 while mitigating and producing risks (Howe et al. 2016) and benefiting some while harming 
 others. In terms of infrastructural climate responses, there is a pervasive pattern of making 
 some more secure while vulnerabilising others (Taylor 2015). 

 In this working group we are interested in discussions on how the infrastructural (re)turn alters 
 and produces new socionatural relations, what are the current enchantments of infrastructure 
 (Harvey 2012), what is being promised and how these promises may fail or harm people and 
 nature, what kinds of patterns of access and control get locked-in and with what effects 
 particularly in terms of newly differentiated vulnerabilities. We also invite presentations that 
 examine different patterns of infrastructural violence in environmental engineering, experiences 
 of environmental (in)justices and modes of contestation. 

 References 
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 Intensive cultivation and farmers’ vulnerabilities in Central 
 Kalimantan peatlands 
 Pujo Semedi 

 Since the late 1970s  transmigrant farmers from heavily populated islands of Indonesia were 
 sent to the  Kahayan River floodplain, Central Kalimantan, Indonesia  to transform the low 
 fertility swampy peatlands into a food producing area.  After years of trial and error and 
 suffering the transmigrants managed to initiate and develop highly productive vegetables and 
 fruits cultivation. Productive cultivation on infertile peatlands requires high labor, capital and 
 chemical inputs that makes  the farmers totally dependent on the market system.  Support, 
 facilities and subsidies  from the government and the market system to ensure the success of 
 the cultivation has led to social tension between the transmigrant farmers and local farmers. The 
 highly productive vegetable cultivation is a sinister arena  that potentially endanger social 
 harmony  in the province that is already marred by bloody interethnic  conflict. The article is to 
 reveal how transmigrants and local farmers try to negotiate this difficult social arena. 

 Wetlands, infrastructural interventions, and the politics of 
 vulnerabilisation 
 Anja Nygren  , University of Helsinki 
 Anu Lounela  , University of Helsinki 

 There is an increasing interest in human habitation in watery environments for the insights such 
 studies may provide into how to live with water-related hazards amidst global climate change. 
 This study analyses how wetlands have been remade, and their hydroecologies and societal 
 valuations changed, through recurrent development interventions and associated 
 infrastructures. We examine people’s lives and livelihoods in drastically altered wetlands in 
 Tabasco, Mexico, and Central Kalimantan, Indonesia, by drawing upon ideas from the 
 anthropology of water, political ecology, and studies of water and infrastructure. We argue that 
 there has been a tendency of privileging water as an analytical concept, which makes it hard to 
 grasp local residents’ experiences of their lives and livelihoods in drastically changed wetlands. 
 The study dismantles categorical land/water binaries, by showing shifting land-water 
 interactions in wetlands as wet-lands, and how local residents engage in making watery lands 
 more solid in order to get their resource rights recognised and to cope with socially differentiated 
 vulnerabilities within multi-scalar politics of state-making, environmental engineering, and 
 corporate resource-making. The analysis offers an understanding of how societal valuations of 
 wetlands change over time, and how the hydroecological and sociopolitical engage in mutually 
 constitutive relationships in landscape transformations. 
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 Altered dams? Shifting power formations, volatilised rivers and 
 infrastructural violence 
 Mira Käkönen  , University of Helsinki 
 Anja Nygren  , University of Helsinki 

 In this paper we explore continuities and alterations in damming rivers in the global South 
 through cases from the Mekong (Laos and Cambodia), and the Grijalva (Mexico) River Basins. 
 By accounting for the commonalities and differences, we demonstrate how the damming has 
 evolved from high-modern, multi-purpose projects to the variegated (green) neoliberalisation of 
 dams, which uncouples damming from river-basin management by gearing dams at 
 hydroelectricity maximisation, and contradicts with the justificatory attempts of repurposing 
 dams to serve climate responses. Instead of climate-proofing rivers we show how changing 
 climate together with hydraulic infrastructuring co-produce newly volatile rivers that exceed the 
 ordering capacities of the dams, which, in turn, evokes new forms of infrastructural harm and 
 violence. Our conceptual work with volatile rivers and infrastructural harms and violence draws 
 from efforts to bridge political-ecological approaches to dams and hydrosocial relations (Linton 
 and Budds 2014, Swyngedouw 2015, Blake and Barney 2018) with recent social studies on 
 infrastructure (Larkin 2013, Appel et al. 2018). We are thus attuned to the complexity of 
 infrastructural assemblages (Sneddon 2015) including the material qualities of dams and rivers, 
 while maintaining interest in revealing unjustly distributed harms and obscured relations of 
 responsibility. 

 Infrastructure, Development and Political Ecology in the 
 Borderland of Northeast India 
 Debasish Hazarika  , Indian institute of Technology  Guwahati 
 Ngamjahao Kipgen  , Indian institute of Technology Guwahati 

 This paper seeks to understand the transformation of foothill borderlands of the northeast region 
 of India―from fluid crossroads to neoliberal developmentalism and militarized zone by 
 considering ‘infrastructure’ as category of state intervention. The northeast region can be 
 characterized by two specific kind of state interventions, namely ‘development’ and 
 ‘militarization’. The foothills of this region in particular, which serve as interstate borders 
 between the hills and the plains, have continuously been tapped for its natural resources since 
 colonial times and similarly various military installments have also been placed here to facilitate 
 the ‘extractive capital’ as well as for the geopolitical significance of the area. Drawing on 
 ethnographic research in the Dollungmukh foothill areas bordering Assam and Arunachal 
 Pradesh, this paper discusses how the condition of being surrounded by two infrastructural 
 projects – one, the ongoing construction of the biggest hydroelectric dam in India and the other, 
 a highly active 15 sq. km. bombing range of the Indian Air Force, produces different power 
 dynamics as well as aspirations, vulnerabilities, and transformations of the political ecological 
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 condition of this area. This paper also seeks to bring out interrelated concerns/discourses/points 
 of contestation taking into consideration the presence of both the infrastructures as an 
 ethnographically graspable phenomena and thereby formulate an understanding of the foothill 
 borderland and its inhabitants’ lived experiences in the foothills. 
 Keywords: Communities, development, Dollungmukh, foothills, infrastructure, political ecology 

 Contested socio-ecological nexus: The limits and contradictions of 
 state-led waste-to-energy initiatives in Indonesia 
 Hilman S. Fathoni  , CCROM-SEAP 
 Rizaldi Boer  , CCROM-SEAP 
 Sulistiyanti  , IPB University 

 Despite its controversies, the commodification of waste as a basis for electricity generation has 
 increasingly gained currency as a solution to climate mitigation and municipal waste problems, 
 including in developing countries such as Indonesia. Based on the results from 43 in-depth 
 stakeholder interviews and an analysis of nearly 200 secondary data, our study aims to 
 contribute to the literature on sustainability transitions in two ways. First, we draw inspiration 
 from the dialectic of socio-nature in political ecology to examine the state’s ambivalent roles in 
 promoting renewable transition. Second, we respond to the call to take capitalism seriously in 
 analysing the political dynamics of sustainability transition. To this end, our study demonstrates 
 the utility of adopting a political ecology perspective of “state capitalism” as a conceptual terrain 
 on which contestations regarding the commodification of nature take place. We unpack how the 
 central government’s ambitions to promote large-scale infrastructure in the form of 
 waste-to-electricity projects in a number of designated urban areas, have come into tension with 
 various political economic interests that reveal inherent limits and contradictions within the 
 state-led renewable initiatives. Despite facing such social resistance, we argue that the 
 materiality of waste has paradoxically enabled and inhibited the state-sponsored mode of 
 accumulation to materialise, while also opening up the opportunities for more inclusive 
 approaches to transition. Together, our findings suggest the need of adopting a relational and 
 material lens in making sense of the state’s attempts to push through and leverage certain 
 (un)sustainability transition alternatives. 

 Keywords: the state, waste-to-energy, state capitalism, incinerator, energy infrastructure, 
 Indonesia 

 Polarised communities: the role of LPG infrastructure in 
 dichotomising urban and rural settings in Kenya 
 Serena Saligari 
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 In the last decade, the LPG infrastructure of Kenya has been rapidly expanding. 
 Addressed by substantial political and structural interventions, it now delivers gas bottles for 
 domestic energy needs (mainly cooking) to 24,4% of the population. The increased supply, the 
 extended storage capability, and the widespread distribution network met a high and 
 generalised demand for accessing clean, fast, and modern energy fuel for cooking across the 
 country. 

 However, the discrepancy between rural and urban settings in accessing LPG is striking: only 
 5,9% of the rural population use LPG as a primary cooking fuel versus 53,6% in the urban 
 locations (KNBStats, 2019: 390). This is due to several factors, mainly related to Kenyan rural 
 settings still lacking connection to roads, electricity grids, and communication networks: i.e. the 
 mediational apparatuses (Boyer, 2018: 230) that make LPG infrastructure operational. 
 Based on my ethnographic fieldwork in Kenya (2021), this paper explores the agentive role of 
 the LPG infrastructure in drawing a demarcation line between spaces (town VS villages); 
 communities (urban VS rural); practices (modern VS traditional); sources of energy 
 (clean/polluting); and the value attributed to the LPG cylinders themselves (everyday 
 consumables VS exclusive items). 

 By unpacking these dichotomies, I show how “the promise of infrastructure” (Appel, et al., 2018) 
 fractures and polarises these two communities: while it delivers hopes, health, modernity, and 
 progress amongst urban populations, it renovates feelings of exclusion, inability, and stagnation 
 in rural groups. 

 To return the ambivalent nature of infrastructure offers an exemplar account of how unevenly 
 modernity and progress are delivered in Global South settings, as well as challenging wider 
 assumptions over the inherently optimistic (Livingstone, 2019) and enchanting nature (Harvey & 
 Knox, 2016) of science and technology. 

 The Arctic Nightmare and Wellbeing of Sámi Indigenous People 
 Kukka Ranta  , University of Lapland 

 The biggest environmental disaster of our era, climate change, is causing rapid changes in the 
 Arctic nature, opening new trade routes, and increasing international competition for natural 
 resources in the region. 

 During the rule of Prime Minister Juha Sipilä in 2015–2019, the Arctic Railway through Sámi 
 Homeland in Finland and Norway from Rovaniemi to the port of Kirkenes was planned rapidly in 
 several phases without free, prior, and informed consent (FPIC) in genuine negotiations in a 
 timely manner with the Sámi Parliament in Finland. Sámi representer were repeatedly ignored in 
 the planning process, and they were informed of the new phases mainly through the media. 
 Sámi communities, organizations, activists, and individuals organized meetings, debates and 
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 demonstrations, and wrote several statements on how the railway would destroy their future and 
 on the rights that belong to them. 

 In the spring 2019 Sipilä’s government gave up with the plans because the Arctic Railway was 
 seen economically unprofitable, even so the railway plans continued in the provincial plan. After 
 another round of multiple actions to defend indigenous land and future, in May 2021 the 
 Assembly of the Regional Council of Lapland decided to remove the Arctic train route from the 
 provincial plan for the period until 2040. The train route still exists in the provincial plan of the 
 Fell-Lapland and as a private intention of the Angry Birds entrepreneur Peter Vesterbacka in 
 cooperation with a Norwegian development company. The dark cloud of Arctic Railway through 
 Sámi homelands still lies in many indigenous people’s minds. 

 In my presentation I ask what happens already before the actual project? I present how massive 
 plans of an infrastructure mega-project without consent of the Sámi indigenous people can 
 cause serious threat to mental health, worsen intergenerational trauma and lead to assimilation 
 of the Sámi people and their endangered Indigenous culture in the context of settler colonialism. 

 Entrapped: Fishing nets as infrastructures of domestication 
 Jelena Salmi  , University of Jyväskylä 

 Since the 1980s, trawlers and purse seines have been taking over the fishing industry in 
 Mumbai. Even Kolis, indigenous fisherfolk known as the original inhabitants of the city, have 
 largely abandoned their former artisanal practices in favour of active fishing gear. Madh Island in 
 the northern fringes is among the few places where a traditional, centuries-old fishing method 
 based on stationary bag nets (dol) is still widely used. In this paper, I approach active (trawl 
 nets, purse seine nets) and passive (dol nets) fishing gear as infrastructures of domestication 
 that entrap their operators into different kinds of socio-economic pathways and forms of 
 subjectivity. First, I provide an analytical description of dol netting as a method that cultivates 
 social responsibility towards other people, the sea, and its diverse inhabitants. Second, I explore 
 fishers’ contestations over what kinds of infrastructural assemblages, consisting of fishing gear 
 and government regulations, foster sustainable futures. My paper draws on eight months of 
 ethnographic fieldwork in Madh Island in 2019–2020, coupled with media and policy analysis. 
 The paper engages with recent ideas within the anthropology of entrapment and domestication, 
 suggesting that fishing nets provide a fruitful ethnographic arena for exploring the production of 
 differentiated more-than-human vulnerabilities in the context of depleting marine life. 
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 Living With Infrastructure: Oil palm infrastructure in Pomio 
 Tuomas Tammisto 

 Papua New Guinea The Tzen Niugini oil palm plantation in the rural Pomio district in Papua 
 New Guinea is a highly structured environment. The straight rows of oil palm cover thousands of 
 hectares and the harvest roads crisscrossing the plantigns form a maze-like space. Within the 
 plantation are worker compounds, the palm oil mill, workshops and other crucial infrastructure 
 for the production of palm oil. The oil palm infrastructure extends beyond the plantation. 
 Plantation roads connect the remote district to the provincial capital, extend inland into primary 
 forest and the palm oil pipeline runs from the mill to the shore from where tanker ships transport 
 palm oil to buyers. The neighboring Sulka and Mengen village communities live with and 
 between the plantation infrastructure. The palm oil pipeline runs through their lands, making the 
 villagers custodians of a central point in the infrastructural system that literally regulates the flow 
 of palm oil to the world market. The pipeline creates both physical and contractual connections 
 with the village and the company as well as local land disputes. Meanwhile, women from the 
 villages sell fresh food they have cultivated on the plantation, where it is transported by cars 
 driven and salvaged by local men. In this paper I examine how the people living around the oil 
 palm plantation contest, make use, and become themselves a part of the plantaiton 
 infrastructure. I focus especially on how the local people creatively use the oil palm 
 infrastructure for their own ends. 

 Working group 9 
 What do we do with the Master’s Tools – Is 
 European Union Environmental Policy Ready to 
 Decolonize? 

 Rachel Hamilton  , Natural Resources Institute Finland  (LUKE) (rachel.hamilton@luke.fi) 
 Sabaheta Ramcilovic-Suominen  , Natural Resources Institute  Finland (LUKE) 

 DESCRIPTION 

 The escalating planetary socioecological crises have increasingly undermined confidence in the 
 contemporary global environmental governance regimes, including those of the European Union 
 (EU).  The EU environmental policies and frameworks increasingly acknowledge the need for 
 change, entertaining terms such as transitions and even more radical term of transformations. 
 Nonetheless, actual operationalisation of such agendas by the EU governance systems has 
 tended to prioritise a relatively narrow set of ‘eco-modernist’ strategies, which frame present 
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 socioecological challenges as technical challenges that can be overcome through new 
 technologies, innovation, and improved efficiencies. Many of these approaches have been 
 critiqued for perpetuating core logics of our global capitalist system and the imperative of 
 economic growth, which we argue are at the core of the current socioecological crises. 

 Decolonial and postcolonial scholars and activists have challenged the very ontological 
 foundations of eco-modernism, arguing that its ‘rationalist’ framings serve to exclude and further 
 marginalise already marginalized societal groups and their visions, ideologies, and 
 onto-epistemologies. Hence, the EU policy interventions with their narrowly framed imaginaries, 
 legitimate the existing structural power imbalances and, by extension, reproduce 
 onto-epistemological injustices against those with different onto-epistemological and political 
 worldviews and structures. The agendas of decolonial theorists go far beyond a request for 
 further inclusion of these marginal communities or perspectives within dominant EU frameworks 
 and logics. Rather, to decolonize necessitate total reorganisations of the socioecological, 
 economic, and ontological order underlying EU systems of governance, policymaking, and 
 global engagement. 

 Engaging qualitative research conducted at the EU policy level and from EU-linked 
 environmental programs in Ghana and Laos, this panel invites contributions to explore how EU 
 governance frameworks operate in practice and the degree to which they are open to truly 
 radical decolonial transformations. The papers in this panel address the broad questions, such 
 as: (i) What are the mechanisms of power that insulate policymaking and implementation 
 practices from undergoing radical change? (ii) What are the implications, risks and potentials 
 associated both with such radical reorganisations and, conversely, with continuing to resist their 
 possibility. Finally, (iii) what are the strategic implications of such findings for those committed to 
 realising a truly decolonised future for the EU and the global environmental system? 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 16.30-18.00 Parallel Sessions II 

 -  Inclusion or Transformation: A Method of Assessing the Radicality of Socioecological 
 Changes and Political Projects -  Rachel Tome Valencia  Hamilton 

 -  From pro-growth, to pro-planetary limits, to decolonial and feminist perspective in the EU 
 bioeconomy – what prospects for transformations? -  Sabaheta Ramcilovic-Suominen, 
 Wolfram Dressler, Markus Kröger 

 -  Radical sustainability transitions in a long wave framework: alternative images of the 
 future -  Sofi Kurki, Johanna Ahola-Launonen 

 -  From green jobs to green sacrifice zones: the case of the EU bioeconomy investments in 
 Ghana -  Erih Mensah Kumeh 

 -  From timber trade to territory: Indigenous engagements and politics of recognition in the 
 EU-Honduran FLEGT Voluntary Partnership Agreement,  Elke Verhaeghe 
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 ABSTRACTS 

 Inclusion or Transformation: A Method of Assessing the Radicality 
 of Socioecological Changes and Political Projects 
 Rachel Tome Valencia Hamilton  , Natural Resources Institute  Finland 

 The idea that we need systemic transformation has gained increasing popularity in the spheres 
 of socioecological research, policy and politics in recent years and has played an important role 
 in recent debates on the future of the EU bioeconomy. Nonetheless, there remain significant 
 disagreements about what such ‘transformation’ might entail. Drawing on the political 
 philosophical works of Ernesto Laclau, Chantal Mouffe and Judith Butler, this article provides a 
 specific definition of transformations as dynamics which open hegemonic socio-political 
 formations to radical reformulation on terms that to some degree transcend the possibilities of 
 their key organizing logics. We contrast these to dynamics of inclusion wherein hegemonic 
 arrangements simply incorporate new elements into their pre-existing frameworks by altering 
 them to suit their structures. By applying this dichotomy to the field of socioecological 
 transformation literature, the article highlights substantial rifts between the various agendas 
 forwarded within it. Many, such as the radical agendas of environmental justice and 
 decoloniality, absolutely require profound transformations such as those detailed in our definition 
 in order to achieve their aims. Others are either ambivalent towards or actively support the 
 inclusionary entrenchment and expansion of dominant structures. We proceed to outline a 
 method of analyzing policy spheres such as that associated with the EU bioeconomy – what we 
 term ‘legal hegemonies’ – in order to determine whether changes within them are better 
 associated with transformation or inclusion. In the emphasizing the important link between 
 radical transformation and an ongoing openness to the unknown and providing tools for 
 exploring the historic openness of policy spheres to transformation, this article aims to furnish a 
 useful toolbox of tools for those seeking to strategically pursue truly radical changes in the 
 socioecological sphere. 

 From pro-growth, to pro-planetary limits, to decolonial and 
 feminist perspective in the EU bioeconomy – what prospects for 
 transformations? 
 Sabaheta Ramcilovic-Suominen  , Natural Resources Institute  Finland Luke 
 Wolfram Dressler  , University of Melbourne 
 Markus Kröger  , University of Helsinki 

 In this paper we analyze the new policy project of bio-based economy, or bioeconomy as 
 adopted by the European Commission (EC) and European Union (EU) in 2012, and since then 
 adopted by about 50 countries globally. Over the last decade, research, academic and 
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 think-tank organizations have done their part in promoting and legitimizing bioeconomy as 
 inevitable, apolitical, and a triple-win strategy for nature, people, and economy. Most recently, 
 efforts are made to frame bioeconomy as ‘transformative’ by design. 

 But what if anything is transformative, or even new in the EU bioeconomy? To answer these 
 questions, we first revisit the discursive field of bioeconomy, to outline two dominant, yet 
 opposed visions that focus on growth and planetary limits. We term these as ‘pro-growth’ and 
 ‘pro-planetary limits’ visions in bioeconomy. Drawing on the literature and empirical findings from 
 market-based, green- and bio-based economy policy and project initiatives, we highlight the 
 embeddedness of the EU bioeconomy in the colonial and neocolonial logics of domination and 
 extractivism. We argue that the existing EU bioeconomy visions are poorly suited to address 
 challenges at hand, we go on to propose a set of approaches that we argue is central to 
 socioecological transformations, yet absent from the EU bioeconomy policy discursive field. To 
 do so, we draw on feminist, decolonial and degrowth scholarship, to propose a set of flexible 
 and context dependent principles, rather than a blueprint when facing a policy intervention, such 
 as bioeconomy. We term this set of principles as feminist, decolonial and degrowth oriented 
 vision. This vision highlights the limits of approaches dominant in both ‘pro-growth’ and 
 ‘pro-planetary limits’, and in turn emphasizes the importance of intersectional and 
 multidimensional aspects of justice and politics, where intersectionality, onto-epistemologies, 
 power, and dominance are central. We conclude by reflecting on limits and potentials for 
 transformations in bioeconomy, under the different visions 

 Radical sustainability transitions in a long wave framework: 
 alternative images of the future 
 Sofi Kurk  i, VTT 
 Johanna Ahola-Launonen  , Aalto University 

 In this paper we examine the transformation of EU environmental policy context as a transition 
 phase in the long-wave framework. The theory of long-waves views societal development as 
 following roughly a two generations-long cycle. Each wave brings with it a paradigm shift in not 
 only in terms of technology, but also in our understanding related to our way of life. 

 In this framework we are entering into the sixth wave of development. In the fifth wave, where 
 the focus was on building the IT-infrastructure, climate change was already fairly established but 
 no real advances were made in the countermeasures, as evidenced by the near exponential 
 rate of growth of the emissions in the period. In the sixth wave, climate change has been 
 suggested to be the key driver of societal efforts striving for resource efficiency and systemic 
 solutions for a novel, more sustainable economy. Transitioning between waves can be slow, and 
 we are bound to the ideologies, expectations and habits inherited from the previous wave. 

 In this paper we look at the development of EU bioeconomy policies as an example of this 
 ongoing transition between belief systems. The initial bioeconomy policies presented a silver 
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 bullet that was to combat climate change without touching the logics of economic growth and 
 consumption. However, information on sustainably available biomass, and the utopian amount 
 of biomass (and related harms) required to substitute the fossil economy, revealed the weak 
 point in this vision. As the initial bioeconomy policies entered the scene as a first-generation 
 answer to sustainability challenges, many of the early practices adopted as part of bioeconomy 
 have since proven unsustainable and harmful. 

 The updated policies aim to respond to the matured understanding of planetary boundaries, and 
 the increased urgency to reach a way of life where these boundaries are respected. However, 
 the generated social structures tend to perpetuate themselves, leading to various lock-ins and 
 path dependencies. These lock-ins, path dependencies and belief systems create structural 
 barriers for radical changes. Yet, we urgently need the radical changes. In our analysis, we 
 examine the changed expectations for the bioeconomy (in the updated EU bioeconomy policy) 
 and explicate their inner contradictions as manifestations of the difficulties faced when changing 
 direction within an existing political project. 

 In the renewed policies, contradictory expectations culminate to two key tensions: ambiguity 
 about if the bioeconomy should be understood as a partial or a universal solution to global 
 challenges, and confusion regarding the kind of a socioeconomic paradigm the bioeconomy is 
 expected to operate in. To elucidate the conflicting expectations, we outline images of potential 
 futures that rise out of combinations of the key tensions by using the four generic scenario 
 narratives-framework. The scenarios highlight differences in economic and sociotechnical 
 rationalities. Our aim is to provide a point of reflection to assess existing directions and visions 
 for policymaking. 

 From green jobs to green sacrifice zones: the case of the EU 
 bioeconomy investments in Ghana 
 Erih Mensah Kumeh  , Natural Resources Institute Finland  Luke 

 Despite the enormous potential of Africa to use its rich land resources to transform the 
 livelihoods of people in its countryside, poverty is entrenched in the region. Green jobs creation 
 as proposed by the European bioeconomy policy represents therefore a unique selling point for 
 implementing large-scale land investments in many parts of rural Africa. However, the emphasis 
 on jobs masks continuity of colonial land relations in the region. Drawing on qualitative case 
 study of biofuel and bioeconomy investments in Ghana, this paper demonstrates how the 
 promise for green jobs and green growth create green sacrifice zones that entrench poverty and 
 inequality in rural Ghana. It also shows how bioeconomy investments distort the local 
 understandings of development potentials in the region, using insidious and largely false notion 
 of ‘jobless landscapes’ that can be turned into ‘green capital’, jobs and local development to 
 appropriate communal lands, with the sheer support of pliable inheritance elites. Decolonizing 
 the appropriated lands and enabling justice for the local communities lie at the intersection of 
 rethinking development and employment in the countryside and reorganizing the chieftaincy to 
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 break it from its neocolonial hold. Overall, the article contributes to discourses on decoloniality 
 and local notions of justice in postcolonial Africa. 

 From timber trade to territory: Indigenous engagements and 
 politics of recognition in the EU-Honduran FLEGT Voluntary 
 Partnership Agreement 
 Elke Verhaeghe  , United Nations University 

 This paper discusses indigenous engagements with Forest Law Enforcement, Governance and 
 Trade (FLEGT) Voluntary Partnership Agreement (VPA) between the European Union and 
 Honduras, and the infusion of indigenous territorial self-determination demands in the VPA 
 policy agenda. Constituted as a regulatory trade agreement, the VPA aims to ensure the legality 
 of timber products coming into the EU markets by formalising the Honduran timber sector and 
 providing legality certificates for exported products. Existing VPA literature has mostly focused 
 on the travel of timber resources through VPA timber legality verification and licensing systems. 
 This paper aims to re-emphasise the VPAs’ interactions with place and territory by empirically 
 discussing indigenous engagements with the VPA. Recognising the dangers for co-optation and 
 re-interpretation of indigenous demands by powerful actors, it also discusses the ‘politics of 
 recognition’ (Coulthard, 2014) and political trade-offs underlying these engagements. Firstly, the 
 paper shows how recognised indigenous representatives, under the leadership of the 
 indigenous confederation CONPAH, constructively engaged with the VPA to forward its agenda 
 on Free, Prior and Informed Consent/Consultation (FPIC) and on the formalisation of indigenous 
 ownership of and self-governance over ancestral territories. Secondly, the paper discusses the 
 radical decolonial rejection of the VPA and its politics of recognition by the Lenca organisation 
 COPINH and the Garífuna organisation OFRANEH. The paper concludes that, while the VPA 
 has proven to be a useful pathway for indigenous advocacy, there is a danger it will appropriate 
 indigenous struggles while at the same time legitimising status-quo enforcing ‘politics of 
 recognition’ by the Honduran government. The research was based on a combination of 
 literature review, 15 personal communications, and document analysis. 

 UniPID Roundtable and Workshop: Infrastructures of 
 research: Towards equitable and responsible 
 north-south collaborations 

 Roseanna Avento  , University of Eastern Finland roseanna.avento@uef.fi 
 Melissa Plath  , UniPID 
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 Johanna Kivimäki  , UniPID 

 DESCRIPTION 

 This working group consists of 90 minutes roundtable discussion followed by a collaborative 
 workshop. 

 Research collaboration between the Global South and Global North is governed by and 
 contributes to practices that create a set of infrastructures of research, which are also 
 characterized by global inequalities. Issues like intellectual property, intellectual freedom, 
 privacy, research funding, authorship, and publishing, form some of the key components for 
 building stronger research infrastructures especially in lower income settings. However, a 
 paradigm shift towards more equitable positions is needed to make these 
 collaborations more sustainable. In this roundtable discussion, we explore possible principles to 
 guide this transformation process. In our move towards equitable collaborations, how do we 
 recognise the imbalance of research infrastructure, power, opportunities, knowledge, privilege, 
 and income between the collaborators in the north and south? Are we able to address contested 
 terminologies and embeddedness in funding-driven regimes? What is the 
 post-colonial/decolonial approach towards equitable and responsible north-south 
 collaborations? 

 This roundtable aims to engage students, researchers, and the actors involved in the research 
 infrastructures ecosystem, inviting speakers from relevant organizations, such as universities, 
 funding agencies, ministries, scientific journals, IPR organizations, and/or research integrity 
 bodies. 

 The goal of the roundtable is to provide input from a range of perspectives, providing a forum for 
 dialogue, opportunities for idea-sharing and building understanding on promotion of equity 
 creation and responsibility in north-south research collaborations. The roundtable will be 
 followed by a workshop to identify the needs of researchers and to facilitate the co-creation of 
 ideas for building more equitable and responsible north-south research collaborations. A 
 summary of the discussion will be used to interface with relevant stakeholders on the changing 
 landscape in north-south research collaborations. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 16.20-18.00 Parallel Sessions II 

 Roundtable panelists: 

 -  Dr. Yoland Davis, University of Witswaterand 
 -  Dr. Karoliina Snell, University of Helsinki, Ethical Review Committee in Human Sciences 
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 -  Dr. Laura Rovelli, Latin American Forum for Research Assessment 
 -  Elizabeth Marincola, Science for Africa Foundation 

 Friday 18 Feb 14.00-15.30 Parallel Sessions IV 

 Collaborative workshop. 

 Working group 12 
 Putting the win-win narrative to test: Vulnerabilities 
 and power relations in China’s engagement in the 
 global south 

 Usman Ashraf  , University of Helsinki (usman.ashraf@helsinki.fi) 
 Mariasole Pepa  , University of Padua 

 DESCRIPTION 

 In the last two decades, the Chinese footprint in the global South in terms of developing 
 infrastructure and new technologies has tremendously increased. China plays a prominent role 
 both as an economic partner, and in global development under the frameworks of bilateral 
 agreements, South-South cooperation, and Belt and Road Initiative. These large-scale 
 investments are heavily focused on the creation and distribution of infrastructure and 
 technologies. The socio-economic, ecological, territorial, and political impacts of these 
 investments represent the central topic of discussion of this working group, indeed, Chinese 
 control over infrastructure and technologies have wider implications on the creation of 
 vulnerabilities and exacerbation of unequal power relations. 

 This working group seeks to scrutinize China’s engagement in the global South through the lens 
 of infrastructure and technologies as central and critical aspects in and for development. The 
 aim  is to problematize the simplistic win-win narratives of Chinese development programmes. 
 We  are particularly interested in contributions that unravel power relations embedded in 
 Chinese  infrastructure and technologies investments and critically reflect on the agency of the 
 ‘host’  countries/communities in negotiating, resisting and challenging Chinese engagement. 
 This  working group is interested in contributions that explore China’s infrastructure and 
 technologies  in the global South from a multidisciplinary and critical perspective. The possible 
 themes  include, but are not limited to, agriculture and land, environment and climate costs, 
 labour relations and work, trade, gender, and ethnic relations. 
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 The final aim of this working group is to provide an open space for academics, activists, artists, 
 and actors representing civil society for a critical discussion of China’s engagement in the global 
 South, and its implications. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Friday 18 Feb 11.00-12.30 Parallel Sessions III 

 -  Urban Africa and its Culture of Re-appropriation -  Justin Hui 
 -  Living and working in a Chinese enclave in Cameroon: The workers of a "major 

 structuring projects for emergence" -  Gérard Amougo,  Antoine Kernen 
 -  Between ‘win-win’ co-operation and neo- colonialism: a comparative study of labour 

 relations at Chinese construction projects in sub-Saharan Africa -  John Vivian 
 -  Problematizing the Discourse of Mutuality in Chinese Agricultural Investment in Uganda 

 -  Muinga David 

 Friday 18 Feb 14.00-15.30 Parallel Sessions IV 

 -  Local Thwarted of the “Win-Win” Credo: An Analysis based on the Case of the Nanga 
 Eboko CATAC Project in Cameroon -  Auxence Augustin  Koa, Jean-Marie Oppliger 

 -  Resistance to a win-win deal? Analysis on popular protests against Chinese 
 infrastructure projects - E  rica Yunyi Huang 

 -  South-South Cooperation and the BRI: Alternate development or neoliberal continuity - 
 Evidence from the China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) -  Muhammad Tayyab 
 Safdar 

 -  China’s political and infrastructure engagement in Ecuador and Bolivia: between 
 ‘developmentalist illusion’ and capitalist expansion -  Ximena Zapata, Daniele Benzi 

 ABSTRACTS 

 Urban Africa and its Culture of Re-appropriation 
 Justin Hui  , Independent 

 Much of what is built in Africa is foreign in nature, shaped by the legacies of colonialism from the 
 past and recent Chinese infrastructure and building projects. But beneath the veneer of media 
 narratives and propaganda, there is often a gap between what is built and how they are used. 
 This fundamental disconnect creates a culture of re-appropriation where people find creative 
 ways to transform these spaces in order to meet social needs. 
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 African urban culture then is not so much defined by a particular style or aesthetic; it cannot be 
 assessed by formal means such as regulation or zoning. Instead, urban culture is better 
 understood through the spaces’ evolution and the transformation by the people and activities 
 around it. 

 The presentation will look at Chinese infrastructure and building projects throughout Africa to 
 examine the global nature of development and culture of re-appropriation behind them, 
 portraying the broader complexities and issues behind global infrastructure projects that are 
 often overlooked in urban planning and media narratives. 

 Living and working in a Chinese enclave in Cameroon: The 
 workers of a "major structuring projects for emergence" 
 Gérard Amougo  , University of Yaoundé 
 Antoine Kernen  , University of Lausanne 

 In Cameroun, the "major structuring projects for emergence" aim to consolidate the regime of 
 President Paul Biya, but also give new opportunities for salaried employment under contract in a 
 country marked by its scarcity. 

 Based on the accounts of Cameroonian workers at the Lom Pangar dam, this paper reports on 
 the tension between the advantages of a waged and stable job and the reality of work in this 
 Chinese enclave marked by difficult working conditions, low wages and the maintenance of 
 great job insecurity. 

 This tension is reinforced by a racial organization of work. Indeed, whatever the function of 
 Cameroonian employees (laborers, machine operators, technicians, engineers, etc.), they are 
 always in an inferior position compared to Chinese employees. And as, in the sites of Chinese 
 companies in Cameroon, the number of expatriate workers is much greater than in foreign 
 companies operating in the same sector (between 15 to 25% of the workforce depending on the 
 phases of the project), almost every Cameroonian employee reports directly to a Chinese chef. 
 Therefore, if the strikes highlight the living and working conditions on the site, the stories we 
 have collected often come back on the conflicts, the fights and the frustrations generated by this 
 racial organization of work. Obviously, it's too easy to put all the blame on the Chinese 
 company. The Cameroonian government decide to favor a lower construction cost, while other 
 choices would have been possible. True that the redeployment of a planning state in Cameroon 
 does not feed only on a fictional model of Asian state interventionism, but also on old neoliberal 
 recipes that continue to be put forward. In this perspective, the construction of new 
 infrastructure should not allow the development of “local skills” or even less “endogenous 
 development” but provide the framework conditions for the development of the private economy. 
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 Between ‘win-win’ co-operation and neo- colonialism: a 
 comparative study of labour relations at Chinese construction 
 projects in sub-Saharan Africa 
 John Vivian  , Loughborough University 

 Chinese investment in Africa has been the source of wildly contrasting narratives on the nature 
 and motives behind the investment. On the one hand, Beijing’s official lines emphasise 
 language of ‘win-win’ co-operation and ‘mutual benefit’ between Chinese companies and the 
 African communities and countries in which they operate. On the other hand, some Western and 
 African scholars and commentators have invoked the language of neo-colonialism to describe 
 Chinese investment. This paper seeks to challenge both of these narratives while giving voice to 
 African trade union stakeholders of Chinese multinational companies (MNCs) in the construction 
 industry.Drawing primary and secondary data from five sub-Saharan African countries (Ghana, 
 Kenya, Namibia, Zambia and Zimbabwe) which have received considerable infrastructure 
 investment from Africa, this paper seeks to outline the challenges trade unionists face in 
 establishing labour relations at Chinese construction firms, while analysing the strategies 
 unionists adopt to organise and represent the interests of workers. The paper argues that the 
 reality of labour relations at Chinese-owned construction firms does not fully align with either the 
 ‘win-win’ or neo-colonial narratives, and thus problematises both. Rather, the reality is more 
 nuanced, with Chinese investment offering some opportunities to local workers, albeit in 
 challenging circumstances with limited protection for workers rights. Furthermore, unions are 
 able to exercise agency in relations with Chinese MNCs by adopting strategies to organise 
 workers, represent their interests and in some cases establish recognition and collective 
 bargaining agreements with firms. The cross-national comparative approach offers insights into 
 how industrial relations and power dynamics vary across national borders, and how these affect 
 the strategies adopted by trade unions to represent workers in their national contexts. 

 Problematizing the Discourse of Mutuality in Chinese Agricultural 
 Investment in Uganda 
 Muinga David  , Makerere University 

 Whereas China has been a present actor on the African continent dating back to precolonial 
 history, the contemporary epoch has boasted an accelerated intensification of the Chinese 
 footprint on the continent. To rationalize this rediscovered intimacy, China and post-colonial 
 African states alike have posited a discourse on mutuality both in context and ideology as a 
 pillar for their contemporary interactions. This logic has defined postcolonial Sino relations and 
 acted as a foundation on which Chinese investments in Africa have been established and 
 sustained. The Ugandan state has been no exception as this discourse has many at times 
 vindicated its engagement with China. Yet, rather than blandly ingest these notions, it is key to 
 question how this discourse of mutuality should be understood. Using Chinese agricultural 
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 investments in Uganda, this paper will seek to critique this discourse of mutuality, to 
 problematize how its politicization forecloses public contestation against questionable Chinese 
 agricultural investments, and silencing the voices of people and communities oftentimes 
 displaced to pave way for these projects. The paper will also seek to explicate how mutuality 
 renders invisible the complex power relations between Uganda and China in order to justify 
 questionable Chinese Agricultural investments in the country. 

 Local Thwarted of the “Win-Win” Credo: An Analysis based on the 
 Case of the Nanga Eboko CATAC Project in Cameroon 
 Auxence Augustin Koa  , Fondation Paul Ango Ela 
 Jean-Marie Oppliger  , University of Lausanne 

 The “Centre d’Application des Techniques Agricoles”[1](CATAC) built in the framework of the 
 Sino-Cameroonian cooperation was inaugurated with great fanfare in 2013 in Nanga Eboko, 
 Cameroon. The project was quietly ended in early 2021 without realizing the initially planned 
 extension. It is one of the replications of the Chinese model of Agriculture Technology 
 Demonstration Centers (Gabas & Ribier; 2015) which have contributed to forge Chinese 
 agro-technological identities and legitimacies in nearly 24 African countries and to concretizing 
 South-South cooperation and its 'win-win' credo. 

 Our proposal aims to analyze the implementation of CATAC as a thwarted realization of the 
 win-win credo. This case perfectly shows the importance of the context in the implementation of 
 Chinese agricultural aid programs. We want to break with interpretations that consider these 
 centers as neo-colonial or neo-imperialist instruments (Koa ; 2021, Aurégan ; 2017) or as 
 concrete expressions of the win-win logic by constituting them as vectors for the promotion and 
 enhancement of local agricultural and farming techniques (Brautigam ; 2008, 2015). 

 Based on a qualitative survey associated with the need to resort to direct observations carried 
 out at the project site, in the neighboring villages as well as in the various Cameroonian 
 administrations, we will show how friction between interest groups over the resources provided 
 by CATAC has mainly created “losers” at its end(Bierschenk ; 1988). The insertion of CATAC in 
 a dynamic social environment marked by opposition, as well as the history of the site where 
 several Cameroonian and Chinese projects have succeeded one another, have created a 
 context that explains its thwarted operationalization. 
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 Resistance to a win-win deal? Analysis on popular protests 
 against Chinese infrastructure projects 
 Erica Yunyi Huang  , Johns Hopkins University 

 The past two decades have witnessed a significant expansion of China’s overseas development 
 finance and infrastructure projects, but there also seems to be more and more local popular 
 protests against these in developing countries such as Myanmar, Nepal, Ethiopia and Kenya. 
 This paper aims to investigate these backlashes of China’s expanding influence, to provide 
 policy recommendations for Chinese funders and contractors, and to inform the peacekeeping 
 and security arrangements in agency communities. 

 Currently, both scholarship revolving around political protests in developing countries and China 
 foreign policy research hasn’t addressed this issue, yet it provides an excellent lens for testing 
 the win-win narrative and power relations in China’s overseas engagement. For one thing, such 
 protests reflect the civil society’s negative perception of the arrival of Chinese capitals and 
 technical assistance, and reveal the underlying interest competition and challenges of 
 Chinese-financed projects. For another thing, they indicate the political implications of China’s 
 economic engagement for agency countries’ domestic stability and power relations. Lastly, they 
 also demonstrate the tension between economic development and social welfare, especially 
 that of the vulnerable groups in many developing countries. 

 This paper will first adopt a theoretical approach of political economy, to disclose the nature or 
 expected outcomes of Chinese infrastructure projects that may trigger popular protests, and 
 their underlying socioeconomic dynamics and political landscape. Based on existing archives 
 and media reports, I plan to select 2-3 representative projects that confront local citizens’ 
 hostility, such as Myitsone Dam in Myanmar and Lamu Coal-Fired Power Plant in Kenya, to 
 carry out case studies and in-depth process tracing. I will also adopt an ethnographic approach 
 through interviewing organizers (very possibly civil society groups), participants, and other 
 involved parties, to provide a stick description of the campaigns. 

 South-South Cooperation and the BRI: Alternate development or 
 neoliberal continuity - Evidence from the China Pakistan 
 Economic Corridor (CPEC) 
 Muhammad Tayyab Safdar  , University of Virginia 

 A renewed interest in South-South Cooperation (SSC) has accompanied China’s rise and the 
 launch of the Belt & Road Initiative. China has deployed the rhetoric of traditional SSC such as 
 win-win cooperation and mutual prosperity to highlight its commitment to development in the 
 global South. Developing new models of SSC under the BRI is seen as a way of ameliorating 
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 the traditional weakness of trade and economic cooperation within the global South. Using 
 empirical evidence from the China–Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC), a flagship project of 
 the BRI, this paper evaluates whether China’s expansion in developing countries indicates a 
 break with the neoliberal development model and represents a new model of development. It 
 shows that Chinese investment in Pakistan’s power sector demonstrates evidence of 
 institutional continuity. The terms and conditions governing Chinese investment in the electricity 
 sector are similar to those offered to investors from the global North in the mid-1990s. The basic 
 building blocks on which these investments are based and the accompanying incentive 
 structure have their roots in neoliberal globalisation. While the rhetoric surrounding Chinese 
 investment is rooted in traditional SSC, the implementation of projects as part of the BRI 
 represents a vision closer to a model of neoliberal development. 

 China’s political and infrastructure engagement in Ecuador and 
 Bolivia: between ‘developmentalist illusion’ and capitalist 
 expansion 
 Ximena Zapata  , German Institute for Global and Area  Studies (GIGA) 
 Daniele Benzi  , Instituto de Altos Estudios Nacionales 

 The rise of China has been interpreted as a phenomenon with the potential to transform the 
 ‘North-South’ ties towards more sovereign and balanced patterns of insertion for peripheral 
 countries. Taking the cases of Ecuador and Bolivia, this paper aims to critically problematize 
 these interpretations, examine the implications of the ‘Chinese miracle’ in these countries and 
 contextualize them in the broader framework of the dynamics of contemporary capitalism. 

 Based on Giovanni Arrighi’s work on the development of the semi-periphery, we argue that 
 China’s economic resurgence and its foreign policy of ‘non-interference’ and ‘mutual benefit’ 
 have created in the imaginary of the progressive political and economic elites of South America 
 a new ‘developmentalist illusion.’ This is related to the idea that it would be possible, on the one 
 hand, to achieve ‘national development’ by implementing a model that combines infrastructure 
 modernization, industrialization, and social redistribution; on the other hand, to strategically use 
 the ‘Chinese card’ to achieve these objectives in the framework of an incipient multipolar global 
 order. 

 Our thesis is that China’s involvement in the region has opened the way for progressive South 
 American governments to expand their autonomy and implement alternative policies to the 
 neoliberal orthodoxy; however, the Correa and Morales administrations found limits to their 
 autonomy and national development aspirations when confronted with the pressures typical of 
 the logic of capitalist expansion in the periphery: submission of territories to transnational 
 competition, exploitation, and pressure on the State as a facilitating agent for processes of 
 capital accumulation. 
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 In the first part of the article, we revisit the concept of ‘developmentalist illusion’ and reflect on 
 its meaning in the South American context considering China’s impact on the market of 
 commodities. Then we compare the development policies of Ecuador and Bolivia and scrutinize 
 how the governments of Morales and Correa, and China articulated a ‘South-South’ narrative to 
 advance their own political, economic and development goals. In the third part, we focus on 
 China’s engagement in emblematic extractivist and infrastructure projects in the hydroelectric 
 and transportation sectors. Finally, we examine the socio-political tensions that arose from the 
 attempt to make the ‘developmental illusion’ a reality in Ecuador and Bolivia. 

 Working group 14 / Open theme 
 New, critical research on global development 

 Antti Autio  , University of Helsinki (antti.j.autio@helsinki.fi) 
 Silvia Gaiani  , University of Helsinki 
 Anna Salmivaara  , University of Helsinki 

 DESCRIPTION 

 This working group welcomes papers and presentations from researchers who are interested in 
 presenting their work at the Development Days 2022 Conference. The topic is purposefully 
 broad to include versatile topics and contributions under the framework of new, critical research 
 on global development. The Working Group provides an opportunity to get feed-back to 
 on-going research as well as to new openings. It will be organized in three broad, thematic 
 sessions, on development policy, infrastructure and livelihoods. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 16.30-18.00 Parallel Sessions II 

 -  A Quest for Commitment in Domestic Politics: Why Finland has failed to follow its Nordic 
 Peers’ footsteps in Development Aid?  - Marikki Karhu,  Jari Lanki 

 -  Alternative Discourses of Development from Frugal Social Innovations: Experiences 
 from the Global South  , Juliana Rodrigues 

 -  Africa Rising? Rhetoric, Imaginaries and Practices of development and the governance 
 of inequalities in the age of émergence  - Antoine  Kernen, Didier Péclard 

 -  The Colonial Politics of Hope: Interrogating the Development of Indigenous-State 
 Relations -  Marjo Lindroth, Heidi Sinevaara-Niskanen 
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 Friday 18 Feb 11.00-12.30 Parallel Sessions III 

 -  “Pandemic and Mobility: Integration of asylum seekers and beneficiaries of International 
 Protection in host communities during Covid-19 emergency”  - Iman Jibreen 

 -  The livelihood impacts of COVID-19 in urban South Africa -  Simone Schotte, Rocco 
 Zizzamia 

 -  Water Myth: Tale of an Eco-Village in Bangladesh  -  Shahid Mallick 
 -  A Conversation with Bill Gates’ “How to avoid a Climate Disaster”: Implications for 

 Africa’s Climate Future  - Abiodun P. Afolabi 

 Friday 18 Feb 14.00-15.30 Parallel Sessions IV 

 -  Smart off-grid infrastructure for the Global South?: A case study of Solar2Go in India - 
 Sini Numminen, Venkata Bandi, Tiia Sahrakorpi 

 -  Nuclear Infrastructure and ‘Theory of Change’ Narrative: Ecocritical Perspective  - Inna 
 Sukhenko 

 -  Can the dominance of the global north in research and publishing be overcome?  - Jaana 
 Holvikivi 

 -  Costs that development hides: Globalizing the East Asian development model through 
 the Belt and Road Initiative and responses from civil society -  Taru Salmenkari 

 ABSTRACTS 

 A Quest for Commitment in Domestic Politics: Why Finland has 
 failed to follow its Nordic Peers’ footsteps in Development Aid? 
 Marikki Karhu 
 Jari Lank  i 

 The evolution of Finnish development assistance provides an intriguing case for development 
 scholars and practitioners. In contrast to its Nordic neighbors, Finland has lacked a consolidated 
 political consensus for reaching the 0.7 per cent of GNI target for development assistance. This 
 has been the case for several decades despite Finland’s official commitments to attain that goal, 
 and despite its progressive international role on the multilateral scene and in the European 
 Union, which is otherwise similar to the other Nordic countries. 

 As a part of a joint Nordic project, this article addresses this inconsistency and its implications 
 for the Finnish development paradigm, which has largely remained unexamined to date. To fill 
 this research gap, we track first the evolution of Finnish development cooperation over the last 
 three decades and identify the main continuities and changes in the Finnish aid paradigm in 
 general. Here, we look at the officially stated purpose of (and approaches to) development 
 cooperation, the main channels of cooperation and trends in the aid volumes for the period of 
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 1993-2021. These aspects combine to form the core of the Finnish aid paradigm at any given 
 time. 

 To analyse identified changes and degree of change, we draw on Peter Hall’s (1993) framework 
 on paradigm shifts. Our aim is to understand better Finnish domestic policy dynamics 
 influencing development cooperation (Lancaster 2007) and the levels of development financing 
 in particular, which result in a deviating donor profile from the other Nordic countries. To 
 demonstrate this, we take a closer look at the center-right government term of office, 
 2015-2019, and assess how shifts in one area (aid volume) may produce changes in the entire 
 policy paradigm. In this endeavour, the concept of politicisation/depoliticisation (of aid) guides 
 our analysis (Wood 2014). 

 Alternative Discourses of Development from Frugal Social 
 Innovations: Experiences from the Global South 
 Juliana Rodrigues 

 The pandemic crisis provoked by the COVID-19 outbreak exposed clearly many complex 
 societal challenges  around the world, reinforcing the urgency of moving forward the 
 mainstream development view associated with  economic growth towards sustainability 
 transitions (Sandberg et al., 2019) and the importance to translate the  development debate into 
 practice on the ground (Howaldt et al., 2014). Social innovation and entrepreneurship  have 
 been regarded as niche alternatives that can trigger social change, configure social practices, 
 and articulate new images of sustainable development (Millard et al., 2016). Echoing recent 
 debates on self-criticism within  entrepreneurship research, its connection to critical 
 development studies, and contribution to Grand Challenges (Kistruck & Shulist, 2020; Muñoz & 
 Kimmitt, 2018), this research is focused on developing a novel framework  positioned at the 
 intersection of social innovation and frugal innovation within sight of critical development 
 theories. Building upon previous works that explored how narratives of innovation have been 
 constructed within  broader [hegemonic, alternative, and post-growth] development discourses 
 (Pansera & Owen, 2018; Parwez &  Shekar, 2019), the main research question is:  how do frugal 
 social innovations represent alternative meanings  and discourses of development?  Immersed 
 in their context, they can inform how sustainability transitions could  unfold and become critical 
 elements to motivate, coordinate, and empower actions. This project is in its initial  phase and 
 design. It will be conducted in three different locations: Brazil, India, and Finland, echoing calls 
 for more  meaningful exchange between the global north and the global south. 

 References 

 Howaldt, J., Butzin, A., Domanski, D., & Kaletka, C. (2014). Theoretical Approaches to Social 
 Innovation: A critical  Literature Review. 
 http://www.si-drive.eu/si-drive-report-theoretical-approaches-to-social-innovation-a-critical 
 literature-review/ 
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 Kistruck, G. M., & Shulist, P. (2020). Linking Management Theory with Poverty Alleviation Efforts 
 Through Market Orchestration. Journal of Business Ethics, 0123456789. 
 https://doi.org/10.1007/s10551-020-04533-1 Millard, J., Weerakkody, V., Missi, F., Kapoor, K., & 
 Fernando, G. (2016). Social innovation for poverty reduction and  sustainable development: 
 Some governance and policy perspectives. ACM International Conference Proceeding  Series, 
 01-03-Marc(March), 153–162. https://doi.org/10.1145/2910019.2910079 
 Muñoz, P., & Kimmitt, J. (2018). Entrepreneurship and the rest: The missing debate. Journal of 
 Business Venturing  Insights, 9(March), 100–106. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jbvi.2018.03.003 
 Pansera, M., & Owen, R. (2018). Framing inclusive innovation within the discourse of 
 development: Insights from case  studies in India. Research Policy, 47(1), 23–34. 
 https://doi.org/10.1016/j.respol.2017.09.007 Parwez, S., & Chandra Shekar, K. (2019). 
 Understanding of grassroots innovations in India: evidence from the  countryside. Society and 
 Business Review, 14(4), 273–299. https://doi.org/10.1108/sbr-07-2018-0081 Sandberg, M., 
 Klockars, K., & Wilén, K. (2019). Green growth or degrowth? Assessing the normative 
 justifications for  environmental sustainability and economic growth through critical social theory. 
 Journal of Cleaner Production,  206, 133–141. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jclepro.2018.09.175 

 Africa Rising? Rhetoric, Imaginaries and Practices of 
 development and the governance of inequalities in the age of 
 émergence 
 Antoine Kernen  , University of Lausanne 
 Didier Péclard  , University of Geneva 

 Over the past 20 years, the landscape of development in Africa has gone through three parallel 
 processes of change. (1) With the end of the Washington consensus, state-led development 
 policies based on long-term planification have replaced the development by project that was the 
 hallmark of the structural adjustment years. (2) Considered “hopeless” at the beginning of the 
 2000s, African economies have gone through a period of unprecedented growth, at least until 
 the mid-2010s and until the effects of the COVID-19 pandemic strike, and they have come to be 
 seen as a new frontier of global capitalism. The rhetoric of “Africa Rising” thus replaced the 
 image of “hopelessness”. (3) This change in context is all the more important as it coincided 
 with the rise of new global powers (the BRICS and China in particular). Their rise has had two 
 related consequences for African states. First, the arrival of new donors provides alternative 
 sources of funding. Second, emerging ‘Southern’ global powers are also important and 
 attractive as alternative models of development. 

 So far, research has concentrated on the international dimension of the debate. We argue in 
 contrast that it is essential to put the agency of African states and development planners at the 
 centre of the debate. Therefore, in this paper we discuss the consequences that the new 
 development landscape has on state formation processes. Based on fieldwork conducted in 
 Cameroon, Côte d’Ivoire, the DRC and Angola, the paper shows that (1) this new form of 
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 state-led developmentalism leads to the reproduction of long-established dynamics such as the 
 extraversion of African economies and states, their centralization and the presidentialization of 
 power. But, (2) we also argue that development planning and the promise of émergence (Africa 
 Rising) opens up new imaginaries and provides physical and symbolic spaces of social and 
 political contestation that could put into question the historical dynamics of state formation in 
 Africa. 

 The Colonial Politics of Hope: Interrogating the Development of 
 Indigenous-State Relations 
 Marjo Lindroth  , University of Lapland 
 Heidi Sinevaara-Niskanen  , University of Lapland 

 The unpredictability of our contemporary world has given rise to a growing political 
 discussion around hope. Hope, with its promise of something better, has permeated a 
 variety of debates including migration, development policy, resistance movements, energy 
 production, mechanisms of justice and minority rights, among others. The demand for and 
 utility of hope has not gone unnoticed in politics. More and more, hope is in the offing when 
 international and national politics aim at tackling complex issues of development. This 
 presentation traces the current dynamics between politics and hope by having a particular 
 focus on indigenous-state relations. 

 In this presentation, we examine what hope does. First, we give an overview of the 
 appearance of hope in contemporary social scientific research. Second, we discuss the 
 development of indigenous-state relations in Australia, Greenland and Finland. By tracing 
 the process of ratifying the ILO 169 Convention in Finland, the plans to amend the Australian 
 constitution and the strengthening of Greenlandic self-government, we ask how protracted 
 processes of political and legal recognition have, to a growing degree, become enveloped by 
 hope. By expanding on the less heartening facets of hope, we challenge conventional 
 accounts that perceive hope as exclusively transformative or emancipating. As we see it, 
 there is a need to critically evaluate today’s hope-laden indigenous-state relations and to 
 interrogate the intimate links between hope and colonialism. 

 “Pandemic and Mobility: Integration of asylum seekers and 
 beneficiaries of International Protection in host communities 
 during Covid-19 emergency” 
 Iman Jibreen 

 Following the outbreak of Covid-19 virus in Europe, the continent has fallen into a state of 
 disturbance and uncertainty and all life domains were interrupted. However, this disruption had 
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 a  more severe impact on the most vulnerable segments of the society, including asylum 
 seekers and  beneficiaries of international protection whose vulnerabilities are more likely to be 
 further  exacerbated during contingencies and crises (IOM, 2020). 

 Therefore, this research aims at analyzing the impact of Covid-19 on the integration process of 
 asylum seekers and beneficiaries of international protection in France and exploring its aligned 
 implications on the 2030 Sustainable Development goals related to the research segment. The 
 research has a local focus to accentuate the uniqueness of the spatial context and to highlight 
 its  influence on the integration process. 

 A triangulation of qualitative research methods is used to answer the research question. 
 Through  desk research, participant observations and semi-structured interviews, the researcher 
 was able to  explore the effects of Covid-19 on the ten key indicators of integration suggested by 
 the Refugee  Integration Tool and which correspond to the key areas of integration that are 
 mentioned in the  multi-dimensional approach of Ager & Strang (2004). The results show 
 predominant negative  impact of Covid-19 on the four aspects of integration: general conditions 
 of reception, legal  integration, socio-economic integration and socio-cultural integration. The 
 modality and severity  of this impact varies according to the legal and housing status of three 
 categories, that are: asylum  seekers that are not covered by governmental housing 
 arrangements, asylum seekers covered by  governmental housing arrangements and 
 beneficiaries of international protection covered by  governmental housing arrangements. 

 Results also show that due to the interrelationship between migration and development, the 
 impact  of Covid-19 on the integration of asylum seekers and beneficiaries of international 
 protection has  set back the progress achieved so far towards the 2030 Sustainable 
 Development Agenda. 

 The livelihood impacts of COVID-19 in urban South Africa 
 Simone Schotte 
 Rocco Zizzamia 

 This paper investigates the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic and related policy measures on 
 livelihoods in urban South Africa. Using qualitative research methods, we analyse two  rounds 
 of semi-structured phone interviews, conducted between June and September 2020 in the 
 township of Khayelitsha, Cape Town. We contextualise these by presenting a snapshot of the 
 nationwide dynamics using quantitative panel data. Our findings describe how the shock of the 
 COVID-19 pandemic has deepened the economic vulnerability which preceded the crisis. 
 Survivalist livelihood strategies were undermined by the economic disruption to the informal 
 sector, while the co-variate nature of the shock rendered social networks and informal insurance 
 mechanisms ineffective, causing households to liquidate savings, default on insurance 
 payments,  and deepen their reliance on government grants. In addition, the impact of the 
 pandemic on  schooling may deepen existing inequalities and constrain future upward mobility. 
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 Key words: COVID-19, welfare dynamics, lockdown, South Africa, mixed methods 

 Water Myth: Tale of an Eco-Village in Bangladesh 
 Shahid Mallick 

 Bangladesh called the land of sweet water base and also has huge dependence water base 
 livelihoods. Change in atmosphere and global warming impacted everything i.e. natural and 
 cultural. Peoples of coastal village like Gabura in Shamnagar, Munshigang, Shatkhira are 
 accustomed to salt water but not with climate change. Rise in sea level increases the salt water 
 intorsion, inundated the cultivatable land and households. The climatic events i.e. Sidor, Aila 
 and Pias exuberate the problems further. Dikes in this area are old and being destroying by 
 local elite for shrimp cultivation. 

 Peoples of coastal village use to catch fish from the bay or work as fish labor. Agriculture in 
 most of these villages are subsistence in nature. The drinking water in these villages are always 
 a most precious resource. Almost half of the local people dependent on surface pond water for 
 general purpose. Fresh water is preciouses and become rare in some village like Gabura, 
 further taking bath is luxury. Human relation and social structures taking new dimension in this 
 village. 

 Bio: Shahid Mallick is early stage researcher at the department of Historical and Geographical 
 Studies, UEF. He is the acting head at the department of Sociology and Social Works, Gono 
 Bishwabidylay, GB. Graduated in anthropology at Jahangirnagar University, Bangladesh. He 
 also did his MA in Applied Community Change and Conservation at FGU, USA, founding 
 member of a CSO name TREE-Training Research Education for Empowerment. 

 A Conversation with Bill Gates’ “How to avoid a Climate Disaster”: 
 Implications for Africa’s Climate Future 
 Abiodun P. Afolabi  , Adekunle Ajasin University 

 Climate change is a global phenomenon. If we fail to act, both the rich and poor will not be 
 spared from the onslaught of the imploding climate disaster. Hence, having ultra-billionaires like 
 Bill Gates, wade into this hydra-headed phenomenon suggests that even the richest among 
 citizens of mother earth is getting to accept the complexity of the problem as well as the urgency 
 of the solutions we need. In Bill Gates' 2021 book - 'How to avoid a Climate Disaster: The 
 Solutions we have and the Breakthroughs we need', he offers pressing scientific and 
 technological pathways that we should adopt to redeem this failing climate. I will evaluate Gates' 
 ambitious proposal, especially how it resonates with the African continent. My paper will be 
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 guided by a critical evaluation of the following questions from his work. Does Bill Gates truly 
 have Africa's climate future in mind when thinking about his global solutions to climate change? 
 What are the implications of his proposal for Africa's Climate Future? Can his climate 
 techno-capitalist proposal necessarily pump socio-economic and socio-cultural development in 
 Africa? What are the decolonial options to his techno-capitalist climate proposal? Addressing 
 these questions will alert climate change ethicists so that they are not perjured by the 
 suggestions of the rich and influential as necessary global climate mandates that every 
 continent must adopt for resolving the debilitating global climate change crisis. 

 Smart off-grid infrastructure for the Global South?: A case study 
 of Solar2Go in India 
 Sini Numminen  , Aalto University 
 Venkata Bandi  , Aalto University 
 Tiia Sahrakorpi  , Aalto University 

 Numerous power infrastructures in the global south suffer from frequent and long-term blackouts 
 [1]. Off-grid infrastructures are one potential solution especially for remote areas without easy 
 access to national grids. The IEA estimates that most people globally without access to 
 electricity could be most economically served with off-grid systems [2]. However, studies on how 
 well these smaller systems are effectively able to service the end-users are strikingly rare [3]. 
 Even the World Bank, for example, does not specify "reliability" or "quality" requirements for the 
 smallest household electricity needs— these are specified only for larger infrastructures [4]. 

 This presentation considers two smart solar off-grid mini-grid infrastructures, which were 
 installed in semi-urban Chakalwansi and Icchauli villages, in the Unnao district of Uttar Pradesh 
 in India. The initial objective of this north-south pilot project Solar2Go [5] was to test the viability 
 of smart meters for mini-grids with a prepaid functionality. By utilizing smart meter data, we 
 analysed the number of blackouts and brownouts experienced by the semi-urban and rural 
 consumers. Further, we utilized interview data to gain an understanding of user satisfaction 
 levels. Finally, we critically assessed the viability of the type of energy service, in the energy 
 users energy mixes, taking social, cultural, practical and economic factors into account. 

 In our analysis, we found that the smart off-grid infrastructure was a good energy service option 
 for the local communities, and the technology was relatively well able to meet the service quality 
 promises, compared with many other electricity infrastructure services available locally or in 
 India. However, unexpected outages occurred due to practical, weather-related or maintenance 
 scheduling issues. Customers were generally satisfied; however, confidence was fickle and 
 some customers returned to using fossil-fuel based energy sources. Our contribution fills the 
 research gap on quality requirements for energy access for the hundreds of millions of 
 energy-poor people, and on how, in practice, off-grid smart meter solar infrastructures are 
 meeting or are not yet meeting the energy needs of semi-urban and rural communities in the 
 global south. 
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 Nuclear Infrastructure and ‘Theory of Change’ Narrative: 
 Ecocritical Perspective 
 Inna Sukhenko  , University of Helsinki 

 Key words: nuclear infrastructure, nuclear narrative, change narrative, ‘Theory of Change’ 
 narrative, nuclear knowledge management, nuclear fiction, energy storytelling, ecocriticism, 
 nuclear criticism, literary energy narrative studies, energy humanities 

 The literary imaginaries of ‘nuclear infrastructure’ as a component of nuclear energy storytelling 
 (within ‘world energy literature’, Szeman, 2018) are studied in the focus of applying the ‘Theory 
 of Change’ Narrative to profiling ‘change narrative’ (Mauch, 2018). The presentation 
 emphasizes the narrative tools of emoting nuclear infrastructure (aling with nuclear technology, 
 a nuclear disaster and its aftermath) through the literary implications of nuclear infrastructure by 
 appealing to ‘nuclear optimism’ (Woods 2002), nuclear phobia (Weart 2012), the Chernobyl 
 Syndrome (Ing, Russo 1988), slow violence (Nixon 2014), and further transformations to ‘slow 
 hope’ (Mauch 2018), and nuclear literacy/nuclear awareness (Waters, Powers 2011; Brounen 
 2013; Kalmi 2017). The literary implication of nuclear infrastructure is regarded  within ‘Theory 
 of Change’ (ToC) Narrative (with its focus on ‘increased visibility for data’, ‘partnerships’, 
 ‘(social) engagement’, ‘knowledge building and sharing’), which encourages to profile the nature 
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 of ‘change’ narrative (‘a set of ideas, concepts, metaphors, discourses or storytellings about 
 change, transformation and innovation’, Haxeltine et al. 2015: 16; cf. Moulaert et al. 2013, 
 Howaldt and Knopp 2012). 

 Such approach allows distinguishing the socio-cultural dimensions of ‘nuclear infrastructure’ in 
 nuclear energy storytelling under intermedial ecocritical perspective (Bruhn 2020) ), enhancing 
 the impact of different media types, with both form and content issues and framing the narrative 
 tools of communicating scientific knowledge in nuclear fictional writing as a component of 
 ‘energy storytelling’, researched within the contemporary agenda of ‘literary energy narrative’ 
 studies (Goodbody 2017) as a response of the planetary well-being’- centered society to the 
 current debates on energy transitions’ and energy’s challenges in the perspective of critical 
 thinking on narrating ‘changes’ in profiling alternative ways of regarding nuclear history and 
 future energetic scenarios. 

 The literary imaginaries of ‘nuclear infrastructure‘ within ‘Theory of change’ narrative are studied 
 here on the examples of fictionalizing ‘nuclear infrastructure’ in its connection with emoting a 
 nuclear disaster and its aftermath  in US nuclear fictional writings, such as Mason’s An Atomic 
 Romance (2005), White’s Radiant Girl (2008), Reich’s Bombshell (2013). The submission 
 intends to demonstrate how the focus on the literary figurations of ‘nuclear infrastructure’ in 
 nuclear fiction helps to outline a narrative toolkit of ‘change narrative’ in terms of implementing 
 critical thinking skills towards profiling ‘energy storytelling’. 

 Short bio: Inna Sukhenko is a research fellow, PhD at Helsinki Environmental Humanities Hub, 
 the Department of Cultures, the University of Helsinki. Her research interests lie within 
 environmental humanities, energy humanities, petrocultures, ecocriticism, nuclear criticism, 
 nuclear fiction/non-fiction, environmental literature studies, energy literary studies. After 
 defending her PhD in Literary Studies (Dnipro, Ukraine), she has been a research fellow of 
 Erasmus Mundus (Bologna, 2008; Turku, 2011-2012), Cambridge Colleges Hospitality Scheme 
 (2013), SUSI (Ohio, 2016), Open Society Foundation/Artes Liberales Foundation (Warsaw, 
 2016-2017), JYU Visiting Fellowship Program (Jyväskylä, 2021). She is among the contributors 
 of The Routledge Handbook of Ecocriticism and Environmental Communication (2018). She is a 
 member of the Association for Literary Urban Studies (Finland), and Nordic Association for 
 American Studies (NAAS). 

 Here are some of my publications which can give you some info about my research interests: 
 -  Debating the Nuclear «Evil» in the U.S. Nuclear Fiction. Performativity of Villainy and 

 Evil in Anglophone Literature and Media. Ed. N. Zouidi. Part V. Palgrave MacMillan, 
 2021. Pp.351-372. https://www.palgrave.com/gp/book/9783030760540#aboutAuthors 

 -  Implicating «Factual» in U.S. Nuclear Fiction: Nuclear Criticism’s Perspective. Energy 
 Humanities and Energy Transition. Current State and Future Directions. Ed. Mišík, 
 Matúš, Kujundžić, Nada. Springer Nature, Switzerland, 2020. Pp. 169-185. 
 https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030574796 

 -  The “Chernobyl Syndrome” in U.S. Nuclear Fiction: Toward Risk Communication 
 Parameters of “Nuclear Phobia”. The Routledge Handbook of Ecocriticism and 
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 Environmental Communication. Ed. by S. Slovic, S. Rangarajan, V.Sarveswaran. 
 Routledge, NY, 2019, P. 175-186 
 https://www.routledge.com/Routledge-Handbook-of-Ecocriticism-and-Environmental-Co 
 mmunication-1st/Slovic-Rangarajan-Sarveswaran/p/book/9781138053137 

 -  Narrative, Nonfiction, and the Nuclear Other: Western Representations of Chernobyl in 
 the Works of Adam Higginbotham, Serhii Plokhy, and Kate Brown. Inna Sukhenko and 
 Anastasia Ulanowicz. Assay: A Journal of Nonfiction Studies. 6.2. – 2020, 6.2. Issue 
 (Spring, 2020). 
 https://www.assayjournal.com/inna-sukhenko-and-anastasia-ulanowicz-narrative-nonficti 
 on-and-the-nuclear-other-western-representations-of-chernobyl-in-the-works-of-adam-hi 
 gginbotham-serhii-plokhy-and-kate-brown.html 

 -  Reconsidering the Eco-Imperatives of Ukrainian Consciousness: An Introduction to 
 Ukrainian Environmental Literature. Ecoambiguity, Community, and Development: 
 Toward a Politicized Ecocriticism  (Ecocritical Theory and Practice).Ed. by S.Slovic, etc. 
 Lexington Books UK, 2014. – P. 113-130 
 http://www.amazon.com/Ecoambiguity-Community-Development-Politicized-Ecocriticism/ 
 dp/0739189085 

 Can the dominance of the global north in research and publishing 
 be overcome? 
 Jaana Holvikivi 

 With the Belt and Road Initiative, China is exporting and globalizing the East Asian 
 developmental model that allowed Japan, South-Korea, and China rise from poverty to become 
 global economic powers. Its success makes China's developmental model attractive around the 
 global South. 

 However, the infrastructure-led, export oriented and (with China) foreign direct investment 
 absorbing growth model presumes a particular cultural, economic and institutional setting that 
 many countries do not share. This model requires proactive governments able to mobilize and 
 reallocate massive public and private economic resources and to distribute benefits widely in 
 society. In East Asia, the model enjoys cultural legitimacy arising from paternalistic 
 governmental care for general well-being. These background conditions may be challenging for 
 many African countries. Infrastructure projects alone do not make informal institutions and 
 public trust grow around them. 

 The developmental model's hegemonic position and positive promises make it hard to challenge 
 in East Asia. NGOs in China and elsewhere in East Asia hardly question development as such 
 but tackle its byproducts, such as environmental degradation, needs of the marginalized, and 
 urban change. As victimization is a culturally acceptable reason to protest, people have 
 protested against evictions, pollution and new industrial projects but not against growth-oriented 
 development. 
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 African NGOs and trade unions provide a more nuanced analysis of Chinese developmental 
 projects. Although Chinese investment, home and abroad, reduces space for civil society by 
 providing many communal services, it leaves space for negotiations with local communities. 
 Nationalistic outbursts in protests and electoral campaigns have targeted Chinese investment. 
 Whether the Belt and Road Initiative proves to be a successful developmental strategy in Africa 
 depends on state capacity and on cultural and institutional preparedness to cope with its risks. 
 However, civil societies outside East Asia may succeed problematizing the model more 
 efficiently, or at least differently, than inside East Asia. 

 Costs that development hides: Globalizing the East Asian 
 development model through the Belt and Road Initiative and 
 responses from civil society 
 Taru Salmenkari  , University of Helsinki 

 With the Belt and Road Initiative, China is exporting and globalizing the East Asian 
 developmental model that allowed Japan, South-Korea, and China rise from poverty to become 
 global economic powers. Its success makes China's developmental model attractive around the 
 global South. 

 However, the infrastructure-led, export oriented and (with China) foreign direct investment 
 absorbing growth model presumes a particular cultural, economic and institutional setting that 
 many countries do not share. This model requires proactive governments able to mobilize and 
 reallocate massive public and private economic resources and to distribute benefits widely in 
 society. In East Asia, the model enjoys cultural legitimacy arising from paternalistic 
 governmental care for general well-being. These background conditions may be challenging for 
 many African countries. Infrastructure projects alone do not make informal institutions and 
 public trust grow around them. 

 The developmental model's hegemonic position and positive promises make it hard to challenge 
 in East Asia. NGOs in China and elsewhere in East Asia hardly question development as such 
 but tackle its byproducts, such as environmental degradation, needs of the marginalized, and 
 urban change. As victimization is a culturally acceptable reason to protest, people have 
 protested against evictions, pollution and new industrial projects but not against growth-oriented 
 development. 

 African NGOs and trade unions provide a more nuanced analysis of Chinese developmental 
 projects. Although Chinese investment, home and abroad, reduces space for civil society by 
 providing many communal services, it leaves space for negotiations with local communities. 
 Nationalistic outbursts in protests and electoral campaigns have targeted Chinese investment. 
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 Whether the Belt and Road Initiative proves to be a successful developmental strategy in Africa 
 depends on state capacity and on cultural and institutional preparedness to cope with its risks. 
 However, civil societies outside East Asia may succeed problematizing the model more 
 efficiently, or at least differently, than inside East Asia. 

 Working group 15 
 Exploring our moment: Issues in science and 
 technology of energy and climate 

 Selina Gallo-Cruz  , College of the Holy Cross (selina.gallo-cruz@tuni.fi) 

 DESCRIPTION 

 SCHEDULE 

 Friday 19 Feb 14.00-15.30 Parallel Sessions IV 

 -  Leaping the Gap: Tracing Changing Conceptions of Energy in World History -  Brian 
 Black 

 -  Speculative Solar in the Silicon Savannah - Equity, debt, and the East African off-grid 
 energy experiment -  Veronica Jacome, Paul Munro, Shanil  Samarakoon 

 -  Between present and past - Renewable energy in the shade of colonial relations -  Nurit 
 Hashimshony-Yaffe, Ilah Segal-Klein 

 -  Policy Paradigms and Moral Orders: Sanctions Governing Critical Research on the 
 Biological Limits of Technological Solutions to Climate Change  - Selina Gallo-Cruz 

 ABSTRACTS 

 Leaping the Gap: Tracing Changing Conceptions of Energy in 
 World History 
 Brian Black  , Penn State Altoona 

 In the last few years, academics may have set an academic record for radically altering some of 
 the basic fabric of what we know about humans.  The foundational premise is marked by a 
 meeting of humanists and scientists on the concept of the Anthropocene, the idea that human 
 impact on Earth has risen to the level at which we are the species responsible for determining 
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 its fate. Of course, our approaches originate with the ideas of the late chemist Paul Crutzen, 
 who proposed the concept to “capture the quantitative shift in the relationship between humans 
 and the global environment.”[ii]  As historians John McNeill , Robert Marks and others have led 
 us to organize the human story within the parameters of Crutzen’s paradigm shift,  we have 
 begun to use terms such as “the Great Departure” and “The Great Acceleration” to complicate 
 well-known historical demarcations such as the Industrial Revolution and colonialism.  Most 
 important, basic human interactions such as energy exchange have become important 
 organizational points to the human past. 

 Regardless of their disciplines, a growing number of scholars now refer to our imperfect moment 
 as the Anthropocene Epoch:  a moment marked by Earth being perilously near to various 
 cataclysmic tipping points—largely due to the discernible causality of human activities such as 
 burning fossil fuels—and yet recognizably salvageable, with the help of human ingenuity and 
 insight.  Indeed, the concept presents a remarkable meeting of various “economies of 
 knowledge” that force diverse nations to find a common intellectual ground.  In terms of 
 intellectual history, the Anthropocene concept in this vein marks a truly culminating point of our 
 understanding of humans’ place in nature.  We have moved from lone calls such as George 
 Perkins Marsh in 1864 that “man is everywhere a disturbing agent” and Rachel Carson in 1961 
 saying that our chemicals and practices have impacts throughout the ecological webs of life that 
 surround us to achieve a scale and scope that is global and even geological in our grasp of 
 humans impact on Earth. [iii] 
 In this restructuring of world history, a basic re-ordering of the human species takes place after 
 1950 that lends itself to additional new interpretations, including new perspectives on 
 post-colonialism in parts of the world such as sub-Saharan Africa.  Additionally, new 
 opportunities are revealed for these parts of the world to now modernize in ways that may allow 
 nations to entirely leap the “development gap” by adopting new methods for adding energy to 
 their economies.  While each of the specific stories in your conference are set in this emerging 
 context, I propose a paper that will lay out the general structure of energy history that has set 
 the stage for important new perspectives. 

 [i] Dr. Brian Black is Distinguished Professor of History and Environmental Studies at Penn 
 State Altoona, where he currently also serves as Head of Arts and Humanities.  His research 
 emphasis is on the landscape and environmental history of North America, particularly in 
 relation to the application and use of energy and technology. He is the author of several books, 
 including the award-winning Petrolia: The Landscape of America's First Oil Boom (Johns 
 Hopkins, 2003), Crude Reality: Petroleum in World History (Rowman & Littlefield, 2019) and the 
 forthcoming To Have and Have Not: Energy in World History (Rowman & Littlefield, 2022). He 
 served as co-editor of the special issue of the Journal of American History on “Oil in American 
 Life,” which was inspired by the 2010 Gulf Oil Spill and currently edits the “Energy and Society” 
 book series with West Virginia University Press. 

 [ii] Crutzen article 843. 
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 [iii] The evolution of much of this environmental thought, however, required changes to our 
 standard of living, particularly in the U.S. Ironically, one could argue we wouldn’t have arrived at 
 this realization without a century of humans living the “high energy life.” 

 Speculative Solar in the Silicon Savannah - Equity, debt, and the 
 East African off-grid energy experiment 
 Veronica Jacome  , Temple University 
 Paul Munro  , University of New South Wales 
 Shanil Samarakoon  , University of New South Wales 

 Over the last two decades, the international tech sector has recognized Kenya as the “Silicon 
 Savannah” for the increasing numbers of start-up companies, often founded by expatriates, 
 operating within its capital city of Nairobi. Among these companies, M-Kopa was an early 
 “success,” selling high volumes of small-scale, off-grid solar products to East Africa’s ‘energy 
 poor.’ M-Kopa’s rise, which took advantage of new financial technology platforms, signalled a 
 larger boom across the region in fintech off-grid solar investment and sales. Ultimately, the 
 region would attract nearly US$1 billion in equity, grant and debt investment funding for off-grid 
 solar companies. While, this boom has often been described within the sector as an example of 
 successful social enterprise – of development tech frontier being a more efficient and impactful 
 alternative to traditional philanthropy – the companies have increasingly needed to focus on 
 finance platforms to survive. In this paper, we trace the explosion and evolution of international 
 investement within the sector. We show how these start-ups’ social mission of providing 
 electrical services to impovershied communities became displaced by profit-making agendas 
 and investor satisfaction. In turn, the expansion of electrical services, a traditional domain of the 
 state, became the backdrop to a neo-colonial story in which global North investors and 
 companies looked for profits from people’s need for a basic service. 

 Between present and past - Renewable energy in the shade of 
 colonial relations 
 Nurit Hashimshony-Yaffe  , The Academic College of Tel  Aviv-Yaffo 
 ilah Segal-Klein  , The University of Haifa 

 As part of a global energy agenda, many African countries adopted energy transition processes 
 to base energy consumption on renewables. This offers a more sustainable future and aims to 
 improve their population wellbeing. Nevertheless, those processes are fundamentally 
 associated with colonial history, and their ripples appear in the shape of neo-colonialisation of 
 Africa. 
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 Kenya Vision 2030 was adopted by the Government of Kenya as a long-term developmental 
 blueprint for the country.  Under this vision, it lays out the country's energetic agenda, hoping to 
 position itself alongside the world's developed countries. 

 The paper focuses on LTWP - Lake Turkana Wind Power in Kenya as a case study and offers a 
 theoretically grounded empirical perspective. LTWP became a significant step towards 
 achieving Kenya’s double energy goal – clean energy and energy to all its citizens - but at the 
 same time poses some inherent socio-political challenges. The wind farm is located on the 
 shore of Lake Turkana and is surrounded by pastoralists. The region’s remote nature and 
 peripheral status is rooted in the colonial history, and projects its current marginalisation. 

 Bringing back to the front centre-periphery relations that characterise Africa national and 
 international relations, we ask how energy transition reflects these power relations? How 
 historical relations between pastoralists and the central government, have been reframed 
 through the energy transition process?  Based on the LTWP case we will argue that contrary 
 major expectations, marginalisation of the area continue to challenge hopes for decolonisation. 
 It will contribute to the understanding of the systemic socio-political dimension of energy 
 transition elsewhere. 

 Policy Paradigms and Moral Orders: Sanctions Governing Critical 
 Research on the Biological Limits of Technological Solutions to 
 Climate Change 
 Selina Gallo-Cruz  , College of the Holy Cross 

 Drawing from a broader study of disputes among environmentalists over technological solutions 
 to climate crisis, this paper presents data on the social life of scientific findings and their 
 implications for “renewable” (or rebuildable) technology proposals. Through in-depth study of 
 the published works of and interviews with climatological, earth systems, and geological 
 scientists, engineers, and policymakers, I discuss the social and political reception of their 
 research. Prominent among their empirical assessments treated as offensive to the current 
 policy paradigm are those related to biological limits of population and consumption as well as 
 biological limits of resources and technological capacities needed for a “green” energy 
 transition. I first provide a critical overview of empirical research on both the current state of and 
 the future of extraction for traditional and alternative energy. I then outline a typology of critical 
 responses to this research, ranging from relief and vindication among industry insiders, to moral 
 outrage and castigation by policymakers and activists, and repudiation and dismissal from 
 proponents of technological solutions. I discuss observed patterned sanctions of shaming and 
 delegitimation as reinforcing a burgeoning moral order surrounding technological schemes for 
 decarbonization and the taboos of transgressions against celebrated proposals. I present a 
 sociological analysis of what has become both a policy paradigm and a moral order in the global 
 debate about climate change. 
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 Working group 16 / Roundtable 
 No peace without development – No development 
 without peace 

 Henri Onodera  , Finnish Society for Development Research  (henri.onodera@helsinki.fi) 
 Anitta Kynsilehto  , Finnish Peace Research Association 

 DESCRIPTION 

 This roundtable brings together researchers, activists and NGO representatives to discuss the 
 intimate interconnection between peace and development, and to explore issues such as 
 inequalities, peace and conflict. The panel also represents a step towards a larger event that will 
 bring together differently positioned actors under the broad umbrella of development and peace. 
 These interactions are pivotal for deepening mutual understanding between civil society 
 activities and research praxis in order to find synenergies for further cooperation. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 13.00-14.30 Parallel Sessions 

 Roundtable panelists: 

 -  Teemu Matinpuro, Finnish Peace Committee 
 -  Anni Lahtinen, Committee of 100 (Finland) 
 -  Tiina Seppälä, Finnish Society for Development Research 
 -  Samu Pehkonen, Finnish Peace Research Association 
 -  Marianne Laxén, Women’s International League for Peace & Freedom (WILPF Finland) 

 Book launch 
 Responsibilization in Natural Resource Governance 

 Irmeli Mustalahti,  University of Eastern Finland (irmeli.mustalahti@uef.fi) 

 DESCRIPTION 

 In this session selected articles of the publication are presented by their authors. 
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 Keynote:  Arun Agrawal  , University of Michigan 
 Commentator:  Anja Nygren  , University of Helsinki 

 Book: Mustalahti, I. and Agrawal, A. (eds). 2021. Responsibilization in Natural Resource 
 Governance. Publications of University of Eastern Finland. Reports and Studies in Social 
 Sciences and Business Studies No 15. Joensuu, Finland ISBN: 978-952-61-3821-3 

 Direct link: https://erepo.uef.fi/handle/123456789/26111 

 The publication constitutes part of the Responsive Natural Resources Governance Research 
 Group’s international collaboration at the Faculty of Social Sciences and Business Studies, 
 University of Eastern Finland. Its articles have been published in Responsibilization in Natural 
 Resources Governance, a special issue of the Forest Policy and Economics journal. In these 10 
 articles, we describe how local governments, citizens and various actors participate in ever 
 more diverse ways in natural resources governance. For example, decentralised models of 
 natural resources governance have created new opportunities for participation, improved 
 decision-making and increased transparency. However, we have taken a critical look in 
 examining the phenomenon of responsibilization in natural resource governance and its linkage 
 with neoliberal economic policy aimed at privatising state assets, reducing financial regulation, 
 and replacing political activities with market forces. 

 The articles in this compilation draw on Foucault’s theoretical framework of power and 
 governmentality but we also approach responsibilization through the concept of symbolic 
 violence. The term symbolic violence was coined by Pierre Bourdieu, a sociologist and 
 philosopher who identified symbolic violence in nearly all power structures of society. 
 Responsibilization has become a way to improve economic efficiency and the preconditions for 
 continuous growth. Three policy recommendations are presented at the end of this compilation 
 of articles to support citizens’ operational capacity and to make responsibilization reasonable: 
 Through sustainability transformations implemented by citizens and other actors, the 
 sustainability transition will eventually be one realised by responsible citizens. Not by forcing 
 anyone, but by encouraging everyone. When aiming for sustainable development, we should 
 strive to support well-being without expecting continuous growth – and we should avoid 
 symbolic violence at all levels of our society. 

 Selected articles: 

 Dobrynin, D., Smirennikova, E., and Mustalahti, I., 2020. Non-state forest governance and 
 ‘Responsibilization’: The prospects for FPIC under FSC certification in Northwest Russia. Forest 
 Policy and Economics, 115, 102142. 

 Gutiérrez-Zamora, V. and Hernández Estrada, M., 2020. Responsibilization and state 
 territorialization: Governing socio-territorial conflicts in community forestry in Mexico. Forest 
 Policy and Economics, 116, 102188. 
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 Ramdani, R. and Lounela, A.K., 2020. Palm oil expansion in tropical peatland: Distrust between 
 advocacy and service environmental NGOs. Forest Policy and Economics, 118, 102242. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 16.30-18.00 Parallel Sessions II 

 Special Panel: 
 Development and Infrastructures in Academy 
 Programme DEVELOP 

 Mikko Ylikangas  , Academy of Finland (mikko.ylikangas@aka.fi) 

 DESCRIPTION 

 Academy Programme on development research (DEVELOP) – Academy of Finland 

 The working group will tackle the theme of the event from three different perspectives: 

 -  The IRIS project  by Jyrki Luukkanen & Matti Vilkko.  Presented by Yrjö Majanne. 
 The project concentrates on aspects related to the integration of intermittent renewable 
 energy sources, mainly wind and solar, in the Cuban electricity system and the problems 
 and advantages related to it. The target is to develop renewable energy scenarios, which 
 take into account the global development context and the political, economic, social, 
 technological, environmental and cultural dimensions of development. 

 -  The SMARTLAND project consortium  :  Petri Pellikka,  Laura Alakukku, Timo Vesala 
 The project studies environmental sensing of ecosystem services for developing 
 climate-smart landscape framework to improve food security in East Africa. Changes in 
 land use and land cover in sub-Saharan Africa have an impact on ecosystem services, 
 radiation balance of the land surface, gas exchange, water cycle, habitats and 
 biodiversity. Consequently, negative changes in livelihoods and climate at different 
 scales have been experienced. In Africa almost all agricultural systems are rain-fed and 
 vulnerable to climatic variability. Innovative and transformative measures are urgently 
 needed to assist farming communities to cope with the changes in order to increase food 
 security and reduce poverty. The project aims to develop a climate-smart landscape 
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 framework, which would consider both the needs of climate stability, and sustainable 
 agriculture fed by ecosystem services such as water provision, pollination and fertile soil. 

 -  POWERGRAIN project  - Ndegwa Henry Maina 
 The project focuses on superior grain safety with designed mycotoxin binding properties. 
 Mycotoxins contamination is a serious problem, resulting in human and livestock 
 poisoning in Sub-Saharan African countries. They are found in foods such as grains and 
 nuts that are important dietary staples in Africa. Current climate changes are enhancing 
 the occurrence of mycotoxin contamination in both food and feed thus posing a threat to 
 future global food security. Mycotoxin management methods used in developed 
 countries are not feasible for developing countries owing to lack of funds and food 
 insecurity. This is a challenge especially among subsistence farming communities where 
 implementation of mycotoxin control and monitoring systems are non-existent or difficult 
 to implement. Unfortunately, due to poor governmental control, corruptions and political 
 instability, grains with high levels of mycotoxins usually end up in the local markets. 
 Consequently, families vulnerable to poverty and food insecurity consume grains with 
 high levels of mycotoxins due to lack of choice, leading to long-term chronic exposure to 
 mycotoxins. Research effort is therefore needed to find suitable means to salvage 
 mycotoxin contaminated grains before they end up on the consumer’s table. The 
 Powergrain project is designed to create two pathways aimed at sequestering 
 bioaccessibility of mycotoxins. 

 The presentations will be followed by a commentator’s notions, and a moderated discussion 
 with the audience. 

 SCHEDULE 

 Thursday 17 Feb 13.00-14.30 Parallel Sessions I 
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